Summerbridge Writing Department Curriculum


Program Overview
The Summerbridge writing program at Moravian Academy integrates the writing, speaking, and research skills that students will need to be successful on the standardized state and national assessments (PSSA, PSAT, ACT, and SAT exams) as well as on district and classroom level assessments.  The writing components emphasize the process that writers engage in during writing - planning, drafting, responding, revising, editing, and publishing - as well as the final product.  Finally, the language component addresses skills such as spelling, mechanics, usage, and grammar within the context of reading and writing tasks, rather than in isolation.  Our program goal is to have students achieve high academic standards in writing in various forms for a variety of audiences, producing compositions of high quality, speaking proficiently, and using research skills. 

Objectives of Writing Department Instructors:
· to design a sequence of assignments that elicit extensive, complex thought

· to show that writing has a role to play in facilitating inquiry, as well as in reporting on the progress made through inquiry   

· to raise student awareness of the ethical and other issues involved in accessing, evaluating, and citing relevant primary and secondary, print or electronic sources

· to help students choose language, style, and structure appropriate to particular purposes and audiences

· to give students guidance and practice in the craft of revision, providing  substantial feedback on students’ drafts of assigned papers

· to provide opportunities for students to develop skills in oral expression

· to teach in ways that associate good inquiry and expression with the rewards inherent in those uses of the mind.

Goal of the Writing Program: 

· Upon completion of the 6-week summer course, students will be able to compose an articulate, cohesive, and grammatically correct five-paragraph essay at an Advanced or Proficient level based on Pennsylvania’s General Performance Level Descriptors and the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening.  
	Pennsylvania's General Performance Level Descriptors

	Advanced
The Advanced Level reflects superior academic performance. Advanced work indicates an in-depth understanding and exemplary display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards.

	Proficient
The Proficient Level reflects satisfactory academic performance. Proficient work indicates a solid understanding and adequate display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards.

	Basic
The Basic Level reflects marginal academic performance. Basic work indicates a partial understanding and limited display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards. This work is approaching satisfactory performance, but has not been reached.  There is a need for additional instructional opportunities and/or increased student academic commitment to achieve the Proficient Level.

	Below Basic
The Below Basic Level reflects inadequate academic performance.  Below Basic work indicates little understanding and minimal display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards. There is a major need for additional instructional opportunities and/or increased student academic commitment to achieve the Proficient Level.


Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Addressed through the writing curriculum:


1.4 Types of Writing

A. Write short stories, poems and plays. 

· Apply varying organizational methods. 

· Use relevant illustrations. 

· Utilize dialogue. 

· Apply literary conflict.

· Include literary elements 

· Use literary devices 

B. Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g., letters, descriptions, reports, instructions, essays, articles, interviews).

· Include cause and effect.

· Develop a problem and solution when appropriate to the topic.

· Use relevant graphics (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs). 

· Use primary and secondary sources.

C. Write persuasive pieces.

· Include a clearly stated position or opinion.

· Include convincing, elaborated and properly cited evidence. 

· Develop reader interest.

· Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments.

D. Maintain a written record of activities, course work, experience, honors and interests.                 

1.5 Quality of Writing

A. Write with a sharp, distinct focus.

· Identify topic, task and audience.

· Establish a single point of view.

B. Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.

· Gather, determine validity and reliability of and organize information.

· Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience.

· Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic and relevant to the focus.

C. Write with controlled and/or subtle organization.

· Sustain a logical order within sentences and between paragraphs using meaningful transitions.

· Establish topic and purpose in the introduction.

· Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion.

D. Write with an understanding of the stylistic aspects of composition.

· Use and voice through the use of precise language.

· Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone and word choice.

E. Edit writing using the conventions of language.

· Spell common, frequently used words correctly.

· Use capital letters correctly. 

· Punctuate correctly (periods, exclamation points, question marks, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes, colons, semicolons, parentheses).

· Use nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, prepositions and interjections properly.

· Use complete sentences (simple, compound, complex, declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative). 

F. Present and/or defend written work for publication when appropriate.

1.6 Speaking and Listening

A. Listen to others.

· Ask probing questions.

· Analyze information, ideas and opinions to determine relevancy.

· Take notes when needed.

B. Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations.

· Use complete sentences.

· Pronounce words correctly.

· Adjust volume to purpose and audience.

· Adjust pace to convey meaning.

· Add stress (emphasis) and inflection to enhance meaning

C. Contribute to discussions.

· Ask relevant, probing questions.

· Respond with relevant information, ideas or reasons in support of opinions expressed.

· Listen to and acknowledge the contributions of others.

· Adjust tone and involvement to encourage equitable participation.

· Clarify, illustrate or expand on a response when asked.

· Present support for opinions.

· Paraphrase and summarize, when prompted.

D. Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations.

· Initiate everyday conversation.

· Select a topic and present an oral reading.

· Conduct interviews as part of the research process.

· Organize and participate in informal debates.

1.7 Characteristics and Functions of the English Language 

A. Describe the origins and meanings of common, learned and foreign words used frequently in English language (e.g., carte blanche, faux pas).

B. Analyze the role and place of standard American English in speech, writing and literature.

C. Identify new words that have been added to the English language over time. 

1.8 Research

A. Select and refine a topic for research.

B. Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies.

· Determine valid resources for researching the topic, including primary and secondary sources.

· Evaluate the importance and quality of the sources.

· Select essential sources (e.g., dictionaries, encyclopedias, other reference materials, interviews, observations, computer databases).

· Use tables of contents, indices, key words, cross-references and appendices.

· Use traditional and electronic search tools.

C. Organize, summarize and present the main ideas from research.

· Identify the steps necessary to carry out a research project.

· Take relevant notes from sources.

· Develop a thesis statement based on research.

· Give precise, formal credit for others’ ideas, images or information using a standard method of documentation.

· Use formatting techniques to create an understandable presentation for a designated audience.



Pennsylvania Domain Writing Rubric:
	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	Content
	Substantial, specific, and illustrative content demonstrating strong development and sophisticated ideas.
	Sufficiently developed content with adequate elaboration or explanation.
	Limited content with inadequate elaboration or explanation
	Superficial and/or minimal content.

	Focus
	Sharp, distinct controlling point made about the topic with evident awareness of task.
	Apparent point made about the topic with sufficient awareness of task.
	No apparent point but evidence of an attempt to address the topic.
	Minimal evidence of the topic.

	Conventions
	Evident control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.
	Sufficient control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.
	Limited control of grammar, mechanics, usage, and sentence formation.
	Minimal control of grammar, mechanics, usage, and sentence formation.

	Organization
	Sophisticated arrangement of content with evident and subtle transitions.
	Functional arrangement of content that sustains a logical order with some evidence of transitions.
	Confused or inconsistent arrangement of content with or without attempts at transition.
	Minimal control of content arrangement.

	Style
	Precise, illustrative use of a variety of words and sentence structures to create consistent writer’s voice and tone appropriate to audience.
	Generic use of a variety of words and sentence structures that may or may not create writer’s voice and tone appropriate to audience.
	Limited word choice and control of sentence structures that inhibit the voice and tone.
	Minimal variety in word choice and minimal control of sentence structures


Curriculum Guide:
* indicates that a work sample must be included in the student portfolio

Writing Conventions

The following grammar topics must be covered through the six weeks when appropriate.

· Identifying subject and predicate

· Run-on sentences and fragments *

· Punctuation: comma, semi-colon, colon, period, quotation marks, etc. *

· Verb tense and verb agreement *

· Capitalization *

· Transitions *

· In-text citation, bibliography, and works cited formats (MLA format) *
The following grammar and usage target areas from The New SAT Writing Workbook should be addressed whenever possible.

· Subject-Verb Agreement When Subject Follows Verb

· Subject-Verb Agreement When Subject and Verb Are Separated

· Subject-Verb Agreement When the Subject Seems Plural

· Confusion of Simple Past and Past Participle

· Confusion of Infinitive and Gerund

· Non-Idiomatic Preposition After Verb

· Commonly Misused Words

· Wrong Tense

· Number Agreement Problems

· Pronoun in the Wrong Number

· Pronoun in the Wrong Case in Compound Noun Phrases

· Pronoun Shift

· Pronoun with Ambiguous Reference

· Faulty Comparison

· Misuse of Adjective or Adverb

· Double Negative

· Run-On Sentences

· Sentence Fragments

· Misplaced Modifiers

· Faulty Parallelism

· Faulty Coordination/Subordination
Week 1: planning
· Ice breaker

· Introduction to the class, introduction to the writing process  

· Introduction to brainstorming, outlining, topic research 

· Grammatical component (choose from one above)

Week 2: drafting
· Topic sentences *

· Paragraph unity, order of ideas, transitions and transitionary thoughts *

· Supporting sentences and supporting ideas with evidence *

Week 3: responding
· Supporting sentence (con’t)

· Grammatical component (choose from one above)


· Descriptive writing – active versus passive tense *, complex sentences *, word choice, comparisons, similes and metaphors *, variety, sensory writing *

Week 4: revising and editing
· Descriptive writing (con’t)

· Concluding sentences *

· Grammatical component (choose from one above)

Week 5: publishing
· Five paragraph essay 

· Creative writing (your choice)

Week 6:  

· Creative writing (con’t)

· Oral communication


