Stephanie Palmieri
7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 21: (7/21/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:
The Truman Show

Special Notes:

We will be watching the entire movie, The Truman Show, in one sitting.  In order to view this whole movie and in order to complete several activities related to the viewing we will combine our lit, civics, math, and science periods.  Our entire core team, including all four teachers, will be in the same room.  This movie directly relates to many of the themes in The Giver, most notably elements of distopia and community as well as the literary terms: setting, point of view, characterization, conflict and theme.  We will be intertwining ideas Josh has discussed in civics (Bill of Rights) and incorporating math (cost of production equations) and science (the chemistry of genetics) in the students’ homework.  Our lesson will include a 10-minute warm up, an hour and 45 minute movie, three 10 minute mid-movie activities, and a 30 minute small group activity. 

Objectives:
1. Students will identify elements that a society needs in order to function and analyze the utopian or dystopian quality of those elements. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

2. Students will compare and contrast Jonas’s community and character with Truman’s community and character and with American society. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

3. Students will identify elements of characterization for five major characters and write comments, questions, predictions and connections while watching The Truman Show. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

4. Students will identify major conflicts in the movie and write a dialog between Jonas and Truman based on these conflicts and on each character’s personality. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

5. Students will illustrate a utopia in small groups and devise at least three overarching laws/ideals that their utopia will abide by. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

6. Students will assess the government structure in Truman and Jonas’s communities by examining and interpreting the American Bill of Rights [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10 mins)
a. Hand out active viewer packet (see attached)

b. What elements of a society must be in place in order for that society to exist and run?  Example: government 

i. Food distribution

ii. Energy distribution: gas, electric

iii. Technology

iv. Rules/laws: government

v. Population control: birth and death cycles

vi. War

vii. Family

a. What is a perfect society? (Utopia):

i. The opposite is a dystopia:

1. We have identified as a class, and Olha said it best when she identified Jonas’s community as false perfection.  This false perfection is called a dystopia.

b. What elements/parts of Jonas’s community do you think are dystopian?  Why?

c. Hand out packets:

i. We will be watching the movie in three parts.

ii. Students will take notes during the movie

2. Movie: (1 hour 45 mins)
a. Stop in thirds (10 mins each)
b. Reflection questions at each stopping point

3. Utopia/Dystopia Activity: Designing a utopia (30 mins)
c. Students will be broken into four groups.

i. Each group will have one teacher

d. Flaws: each group will complete a 3 way venn diagram

i. What are the flaws/problems/strange things in:

1. Jonas’s community

a. Rules for everything

b. No choice:

i. Job

ii. Spouse

iii. Family unit

iv. children

c. “Sameness”

d. Genetic alteration

i. Color blindness

ii. No emotion: stirrings

e. Constant observation

2. Sea Haven (Truman’s community)

a. Lies

b. No real emotions (actors/actresses)

c. Constant observation

d. Built in fear through conditioning:

i. Truman’s fear of water, leaving etc

e. No choice:

i. Job

ii. Spouse

iii. Daily routine

3. The United States

a. Disease

b. Crime

c. Lack of educational funding

d. Poverty

e. Race

e. After looking at what elements do not seem to work or do not seem utopian about all three of these societies, create your own utopia.

i. What elements of these communities would you change?  

ii. What elements of these communities would you keep the same?

iii. What will your utopia need in order to actually run? Examples: Government, Food distribution/production (reference warm up ideas)

f. Illustrate your utopia (as a group):

i. Somewhere on your illustration paper you need to write at least 3 rules/laws/guiding principles/themes that your community will abide by or operate based on.

1. Be prepared to justify your answers when you present your utopia to the class.

2. How is your utopia different from the ones in the venn diagram?

3. Why will yours work where the others have failed?

4. Wrap Up:

a. Each group will share their illustration and tell us the “rules” of their utopia.  Students will explain their choices.

5. Homework:

a. One worksheet for each subject (see packet)

Assessment:
1. Warm Up questions

2. Active viewer notes (teachers walk around during movie to check)

3. Reflection questions (3 sets)

4. Group venn diagram

5. Group illustration and laws

6. Group share

7. Homework

Materials:

1. DVD

2. Smartboard

3. Packets:

a. Warmup

b. Active viewing information

c. Reflection questions (3 sets)

d. Homework:

i. Lit

ii. Civics

iii. Math

iv. Science

4. Large paper

5. Markers

Warm Up:

1. What elements of a society need to be in place in order for that society to exist and run?  Example: government  (list at least 5)

2. What do you think a perfect society would look like and how would it function?

3. Do the elements of a society that we brainstormed in question 1 exist in Jonas’s community?  Which of these elements do you think are dystopian in Jonas’s community?

Active Viewer Characterization Chart:

	Character
	Personality Traits
	Physical Traits
	Actions

	Truman (Protagonist)
	
	
	

	Meryl (wife)
	
	
	

	Marlon (Best Friend)
	
	
	

	Sylvia (Love Interest)
	
	
	

	Christof (Producer)
	
	
	


Active Viewer: Talking to the Text
Comments:

Questions:

Predictions:

Connections:

Reflection: Movie Section 1

1. What is the name of the town that Truman lives in?  Write 5 descriptive words that describe the setting.

2. What do you find strange about Truman’s community, Sea Haven?  
3. What types of roles do African Americans and women play in Truman’s society?

4. Make an inference about the time period Truman is living in based on these roles.  

Reflection: Movie Section 2:

	Type of conflict
	Character(s) Involved
	What Happened (write about or illustrate)

	Character vs. Character:
	
	

	Character vs. Nature:
	
	

	Character vs. Society:
	
	

	Character vs. Self:
	
	


Reflection: Movie Section 3
Use what you know about Jonas and Truman’s personalities as well as the types of conflicts that they have been involved in to create a dialog between these two characters.  

Scenario: 

Jonas and Truman meet each other outside of each of their communities.  They decide to go to lunch together.  Because Truman is older he wants to give Jonas advice.  Write the dialog between these two characters in the first person as Jonas and as Truman.  Assume that they have already greeted each other and that Truman knows Jonas’s backstory.

Consider:

· What advice would Truman give to Jonas?

· Each character’s personality/characterization

· The kinds of language each might use (formal vs. informal, specific words/phrases unique to each character)

Homework: Civics
If the setting of this movie is taking place inside the U.S., U.S. laws should apply to Truman’s world. This means that Truman has rights under the Constitution and the Bill of Rights!

Reminder – Here are the first ten amendments to the Constitution – The Bill of Rights:
1.  Freedom of speech, press, religion, and assembly.

2. Right to keep and bear arms.

3. Never forced to keep soldiers in your house during times of peace.

4. No unreasonable search and seizures – Police need a warrant to do so.

5. Freedom from self-incrimination. Never tried for the same crime twice.

6. Right to a speedy trial.

7. Right to a trial by jury.

8. Freedom from excessive bail and cruel and unusual punishment.

9. Enumerated rights – Rights not specifically listed aren’t denied to the people.

10. Powers not granted to the federal government are reserved for the states.

1. Which of Truman’s rights do you think the director and staff in this movie are breaking?

2. Do any of these rights protect the director and his staff or allow them to legally treat Truman the way that they do?  Why might these rights protect this staff?  Is if fair that they are protected?  Why or why not?

3. Toward the end of the movie, Truman wants to leave his community. What is stopping him?   How does he overcome those obstacles?

4. Do you think that “adoption by a corporation” would be legal in the United States if attempted in real life? Why or why not? 

5. What is the 13th amendment?  How could this amendment possibly free Truman from his position on the T.V. show if brought to court outside the set of The Truman Show?

6. If this T.V. show was shut down for breaking Truman’s rights, do you think the actors and actresses that played a part on this movie should be punished too? Why or why not?

Lit Homework: What does it mean to be part of a community?

1. In what ways does Truman’s community affect him? (2 specific ways)

2. In what ways does Truman affect his community? (2 specific ways)

3. If you were in Truman’s place, what aspect of the community would most upset you?  Why?

4. If you were in Jonas’s place, what aspect of the community would most upset you?  Why?

5. Do you think Jonas will make the same decision as Truman did to leave his community?  Why do you think he might want to leave? 

Math homework

1. During production of the Truman Show there were a total of 5000 hidden cameras all over the set.  2000 of those cameras cost 80.00 dollars each. 1000 of those cameras cost 100.00 dollars each. 800 of those cameras cost 150.00 dollars each.  If the total cost of all the cameras combined is 300,000 dollars then how much does each of the remaining 1200 cameras cost?  

Cost of total remaining 1200 cameras________

2. There are a total 2412 actors and actresses on the Truman Show set.  If there are 1319 male actors, how many female actresses are there?  Set up an equation to solve this problem using the variable “x” for the number of female actresses.  Solve for x.  Show your work.

3. It costs 20,000 dollars to keep the grass in Sea Haven green and healthy.  It costs 200 dollars to keep each garden full of flowers.  How many gardens must there be in Sea Haven if the total cost is 80,000 dollars?

Science Homework:
1. Read the packet on genetic engineering. 

2. Talk to the text:

a. 1 comment, 2 questions, 1 connection

3. Questions:

a. Do you think that genetic engineering of people is ethical (morally right)?  If yes, why do you believe it is ethical?  If no, why do you believe it is unethical?

b. Do you think that the genetic engineering done in The Giver benefits Jonas’s community?  If yes, what benefits does it provide?  If no, what harm does it cause?

c. If you were a scientist, and you were asked to perform genetic engineering on DNA to create the best human beings possible, what are three traits that you would alter?  These traits can be things that you take away from our population, three things you give our population, or a combination.

Trait 1:

Why would you change this trait?

Trait 2:

Why would you change this trait?

Trait 3:

Why would you change this trait?

