Topic Sentence: 

Jonas has several traits that qualify him to be the new Receiver of Memory.  

Paragraph:

Jonas is able to understand new information very quickly without being directly instructed.  When Jonas is given his first memory of a sled ride he, “understood instantly that now he was going downhill.  No voice made an explanation.  The experience explained itself to him” (81).  Jonas is able to understand the concepts of snow, a sled, and a hill without every having been told the definition, which indicates that he has good intuition.  As Jonas begins to realize that his community is not as perfect as he once thought, this intuition might prove helpful as he decides what parts of this community he is willing to accept and which parts he is unwilling to accept.  

Jonas’s reaction to not seeing color makes it seem like he is only upset about not seeing color; however, it becomes clear that Jonas is even more upset about the fact that his choice is taken away from him.  When The Giver explains the community’s choice to create “Sameness” Jonas exclaims, “We shouldn’t have!” (95).  The Giver is impressed with Jonas’s ability to draw this conclusion and remarks, “You’ve come very quickly to that conclusion.  It took me many years.  Maybe your wisdom will come much more quickly than mine” (95).  The Giver’s comments to Jonas display how wise Jonas really is, since the Giver is the only person in the community who truly knows what it means to live, to feel happiness and to feel pain.    

Possible topic sentence:

Jonas has several traits that qualify him to be the new Receiver of Memory.  Jonas is able to understand new information very quickly without being directly instructed.  When Jonas is given his first memory of a sled ride he, “understood instantly that now he was going downhill.  No voice made an explanation.  The experience explained itself to him” (81).  Jonas is able to understand the concepts of snow, a sled, and a hill without every having been told the definition, which indicates that he has good intuition.  As Jonas begins to realize that his community is not as perfect as he once thought, this intuition might prove helpful as he decides what parts of this community he is willing to accept and which parts he is unwilling to accept.  
1. Topic sentence

2. Trait

3. Proof that Jonas has that trait

4. What that trait reveals about Jonas’s character

5. How that trait could be helpful to Jonas

One element of his community that Jonas is unwilling to accept is “Sameness.”  Jonas’s reaction to not seeing color makes it seem like he is only upset about not seeing color; however, it becomes clear that Jonas is even more upset about the fact that his choice is taken away from him.  When The Giver explains the community’s choice to create “Sameness” Jonas exclaims, “We shouldn’t have!” (95).  The Giver is impressed with Jonas’s ability to draw this conclusion and remarks, “You’ve come very quickly to that conclusion.  It took me many years.  Maybe your wisdom will come much more quickly than mine” (95).  The Giver’s comments to Jonas display how wise Jonas really is, since the Giver is the only person in the community who truly knows what it means to live, to feel happiness and to feel pain.    

