The Scarlet Letter Vocabulary

1. Tumult: (noun) violent and noisy commotion or disturbance of a crowd or mob; uproar

Synonyms:  agitation, quarrel, pandemonium 

Antonyms: calmness, order, peace

Sentence: The tumult at the concert resulted in several injuries.  

2. Benevolence: (noun) An inclination to perform kind, charitable acts; a kindly act

Synonyms: charity, goodwill, grace, altruism, generosity

Antonyms: Animosity, greediness, ill will, malevolence

Sentence:  The nun’s effort to open a soup kitchen in her town was a beautiful and benevolent act.  

3. Acquiesce: (verb) to submit or comply silently or without protest.

Synonyms: accept, consent, give in, yield

Antonyms: disagree, dissent, object, protest

Sentence: After the police pulled out their guns the criminal acquiesced, put his hands in the air, and got into the squad car.

4. Ominous: (adj) Menacing; threatening; Of or being an omen, especially an evil one.

Synonyms: apocalyptic, sinister, impending, inauspicious

Antonyms: happy, lucky, promising

Sentence: The dark storm clouds and the chill in the air were very ominous.

5. Dexterity:(noun) skill or adroitness in using the hands or body; agility.  Mental adroitness or skill; cleverness.

Synonyms: cunning, cleverness, mastery

Antonyms: awkwardness, clumsiness, inability, ineptness

Sentence: Surgeons must have incredible dexterity in order to successfully operate on people.

6. Petulant: (adj) Unreasonably irritable or ill-tempered; Contemptuous in speech or behavior

Synonyms: bad tempered, complaining, crybaby, impatient, touchy

Antonyms: good natured, happy, pleasant

Sentence: The petulant child threw a temper tantrum on the miniature golf course when he did not get a hole in one on every hole. 

7. Lament: (verb) To mourn or grieve deeply.

Synonyms: to hurt, bemoan, regret, sob

Antonyms: celebrate, compliment, laud, praise

Sentence: She lamented the loss of her pet by crying alone in her room. 

8. Listless: (adj) spiritless, without energy

Synonyms: absent, lifeless, bored, sluggish, vacant

Antonyms: active, alert, attentive, energetic, lively

Sentence:  After her career ending injury the player became listless, and instead of going to school or out with friends she simply stayed at home and slept.  

9. Tremulous: (adj) Marked by or affected with tremors. Characterized by trembling, as from fear, nervousness, or weakness.

Synonyms: quaky, shaky, shivery

Antonyms: steady

Sentence: The child was tremulous when his older brother forced him to go on a roller coaster. 

10. Enfeeble: (verb) to make feeble; weaken

Synonyms: deplete, disable, exhaust, diminish, incapacitate

Antonyms: strengthen

Sentence: My team enfeebled our opponent by shouting and jeering at them. 

11. Consecrate: (verb) To make or declare sacred; set apart or dedicate to the service of a deity.  To change (bread and wine) into the Eucharist

Synonyms: glorification, dedication, devotion, making holy

Antonyms: condemnation, denunciation, debasement

Sentence:  A priest is the only member of the church that can consecrate ordinary items.

12. Subjugate: (verb) to bring under complete control or subjection; conquer; master.  To make submissive or subservient; enslave

Synonyms: beat down, enslave, overthrow, put down, vanquish

Antonyms: free, liberate

Sentence: The king subjugated the neighboring country and enslaved its people.

13. Blasphemous (adj) Grossly irreverent toward what is held to be sacred.  Characterized by profanity or cursing.

Synonyms: disrespectful, ungodly, insulting

Antonyms: godly, pious, religious, respectful, reverent

Sentence: The student’s blasphemous language lead to his expulsion from the Catholic school.

14. Languor: (noun) lack of energy or vitality; sluggishness.

Synonyms: apathy, dullness, idleness, weakness

Antonyms: Energy, freshness, liveliness

Sentence: Too much sleep can sometimes produce languor. 

15. Antipathy: (244) (noun) A strong feeling of aversion or repugnance.

Synonyms: abhorrence, animosity, loathing, hatred

Antonyms: admiration, appreciation, approval, respect

Sentence: The student disliked the book and made his antipathy known by sighing heavily and rolling his eyes. 

