The Scarlet Letter Vocabulary

1. Congenial: (adj) agreeable, suitable, or pleasing in nature or character
Synonyms: affable, amiable, pleasant

Antonyms: disagreeable, unfriendly

Sentence: The congenial students worked together as a group to achieve their goal.

2. Inauspicious: (adj) boding ill; ill omened; unfavorable.

Synonyms: evil, ominous, sinister, threatening

Antonyms: favorable, fortunate, lucky, promising

Sentence: Waving a weapon in the air and scowling, the inauspicious criminal robbed the store.

3. Ignominy: (noun) disgrace; dishonor; public contempt.
Synonyms: humiliation, mortification

Antonyms: honor, glorification, praise

Sentence: After the Watergate scandal came to light, President Nixon underwent a very public ignominy.

4. Envelop: (verb) to wrap up in or as in a covering; to surround entirely.
Synonyms: cloak, shroud, cover

Antonyms: uncover, unwrap, free 

Sentence: After the 90 minute soccer game the players were enveloped in sweat.

5. Iniquity: (noun) lack of equity; unfairness; favoritism or bias; an unfair circumstance or proceeding.
Synonyms: injustice, crime, sin

Antonyms: goodness, virtue

Sentence: The players knew that the referee’s bad call was an iniquity once they realized he was an alumnus of the other team.

6. Haughty: Haughty: (adj) disdainfully proud; snobbish; scornfully arrogant

Synonyms: insolent, overbearing, supercilious

Antonyms: humble, meek, shy, timid

Sentence: The haughty actor was disliked by almost everyone he met.

7. Illustrious: Illustrious: (adj) highly distinguished; renowned; famous

Synonyms: Celebrated, distinguished, prestigious

Antonyms: infamous, lowly, unimportant, unknown

Sentence: Vincent Van Goh is one of the most illustrious artists of all time.

8. Unrelenting: Unrelenting: (adj) not yielding or swerving in determination or resolution

Synonyms: Adamant, relentless, inexorable

Antonyms: compassionate, flexible, merciful

Sentence: The gymnasts were unrelenting in their pursuit of the gold medal.

9. Writhe: Writhe: (verb) to twist the body about, or squirm, as in pain, violent effort

Synonyms: Agonize, squirm, contort

Antonyms: to be still

Sentence: Caught in the trap and writhing in pain, the mouse jerked its limbs and squealed.  

10. Sagacity: Sagacity: (noun) acuteness of mental discernment and soundness of judgment

Synonyms: keenness, cleverness, ingenuity

Antonyms: senselessness, ignorance, foolishness

Sentence: Einstein is most well known for his sagacity.

11. Behoove: Behoove: (verb) to be necessary or proper for; to be worthwhile to, as for personal profit or advantage.

Synonyms: benefit, suit

Antonyms: disadvantage, harm, hinder

Sentence: It would behoove students to develop good study habits at an early age.

12. Rebuke: (verb) to express sharp, stern disapproval of; reprove; reprimand.

Synonyms: Chastise, reproach, scold

Antonyms: Compliment, flatter, praise

Sentence: I was rebuked for my unsightly table manners.

13. Efficacy: (noun) capacity for producing a desired result or effect; effectiveness

Synonyms: capability, competence

Antonyms: failure, inefficiency, weakness

Sentence: The star field hockey player was best known for her skill and goal-scoring efficacy.

14. Tempestuous: (adj) of the nature of or resembling a tempest

Synonyms: tumultuous, turbulent

Antonyms: calm, gentle, mild, moderate

Sentence: During the storm the ocean was so tempestuous that the boat nearly sunk.

15. Retribution:(noun) the act of correcting for your wrongdoing; the act of taking revenge

Synonyms: Vengeance, compensation, justice

Antonyms: Forgiveness, sympathy

Sentence: After being cut off, the anger driver sought retribution by running the other driver off the road.

