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The Scarlet Letter
Course: 

American Literature: 11th Grade Honors

Unit Title:

The Scarlet Letter Novel Unit

Time Required for Each Day’s Lesson:
1 Block period (1 hour, 20 minutes)

Instructional Goal:

To discover Nathaniel Hawthorne’s messages about Puritan culture and the human spirit through close character analysis and close reading.

Essential Question:

How do the four main characters function in the novel? What motivates these four characters and what drives their change throughout the novel?  What do these four characters’ lives teach us? 

Performance Objectives:

1. Students will apply the analytical technique close reading to specific passages in the book in order to perform in depth character analysis and to identify Hawthorne’s major themes. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

2. Students will evaluate the idea of sin and its punishment, and analyze its function in the novel as it relates to the four main characters. [Analysis, Evaluation]

3. Students will reflect on the obstacles in their own lives in relation to Hester Prynne’s obstacles. [Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

4. Students will investigate modern public humiliation as it plays out in contemporary media, its consequences, and its relation to Hester’s humiliation. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Evaluation]

Rationale:

The Scarlet Letter, although published in 1850 and set in the 1640’s contains themes that are still relevant today.  The way we feel about sin as a society, the way we outcast specific kinds of people for their sins, and the way we tend to act out a mob mentality against “criminals” are all reflected in Hawthorne’s acute analysis of strict Puritanical society.  It is important for modern readers and students alike to understand how our country has grown and changed over the centuries but it is also important that they recognize the very prominent links between past and present.  Hawthorne, in his attempt to both connect to and scorn his Puritan heritage, seeks to help his readers gain a better understanding of how human nature functions in times and situations of great duress and unforeseen complications.  Hawthorne’s incredible use of imagery and language paint the reader a picture of what Puritan society looked like and how it functioned.  In order for students to have the opportunity to truly appreciate Hawthorne’s “classic” literary style they will engage in close reading activities that help them to sort through the complex language and get to the heart of Hawthorne’s message.      

PA Academic Standards Addressed throughout the Unit Plan:

1.1.11
Learning to read independently and synthesize main ideas in a text

1.2.11
Understanding essential content and using appropriate supplemental resources

1.3.11
Reading, analyzing, and interpreting literature 

1.4.11
Writing complex informational and creative pieces

1.5.11
Writing using well-developed content appropriate for topic

1.6.11
Speaking and Listening

1.8.11
Research

Day-by-Day Lesson Overview:

1. Day 1: Students will do a web search for information about Hawthorne, preview the book through a prediction and questioning activity called “Say Something”, and will be given an anticipation guide for homework.

2. Day 2: Students will engage in a debate over the answers to the anticipation guide, and view the introduction of The Scarlet Letter on video.
3. Day 3: Students will be introduced to the concept of close reading and apply this concept to a portion of the text that will help them to understand both Hester and the townspeople’s mentality early in the novel.
4. Day 4: Students will practice the application of close reading by selecting a passage of their choice from the text.
5. Day 5: Students will engage in a character study of the four main characters that have been introduced in their reading up to this point, and make predictions about how the relationships between these characters will develop.
6. Day 6: Students will illustrate a storyboard of the plot in chapters X-XIV and reread and take a closer look at the end of chapter XIII.
7. Day 7: Students will do a close reading of an important passage in the chapter “Another View of Hester”.
8. Day 8: Public humiliation: students will identify a significant embarrassing moment in their lives and connect it to Hester’s situation
9. Day 9: Students will revise their essays from the previous day and do a character study by creating a character song play list.
10. Day 10: Students will reflect on the beginning of the unit anticipation guide and evaluate their responses in accordance with what they have read in the novel up to this point. 
11. Day 11: Students will take an in depth look at Hester and Dimmesdale and the differences in their treatment and lives despite the fact that they committed the same sin. 
12. Day 12: Students will take an in depth look at Chillingworth, Pearl, and symbolism.
13. Day 13: Students will do a study of a modern day Hester Prynne and will do an in-depth analysis of both Hester and her modern day counterpart.
14. Day 14: Students will have in class time to work on their projects and to conference with their peers and me.  
15. Day 15: Students will take a final look at the anticipation guide and will do a book review of The Scarlet Letter.
