Stephanie Palmieri
7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 24: (7/26/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Creative Writing: First Person

Objectives:

1. Students will analyze the book by talking to the text aloud. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

2. Students will write in the first person as the protagonist and analyze the protagonist by making inferences through journal writing. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]  

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (5 mins)

a. Quick write: Can you think of anything in your life that you do just because you are told to do it?  What is it?  Why do you do it?

i. Example: Pledge of Allegiance 

b. Share with class

2. Read Chapter 20 Aloud: (20 mins)

a. (recap from Friday) What was the last major event that Jonas learned about at the end of chapter 19?

i. How did Jonas feel about this event?

ii. What was so shocking about this event? (Previous Receiver, The Giver’s daughter, gave herself a lethal injection)

b. Page 152-157

i. Page 153: Do you believe The Giver when he tells Jonas that he has never lied to him?  Why?

ii. Page 154: can you think of any problems in American history that seemed like they would never get solved, but did?  Any that did not?

1. Example: Slavery, rights to vote, women and blacks in higher education etc.

iii. Page 156: Can you think of any characters that we know from the book that will be able to handle the memories like Jonas?

iv. Vocabulary:

1. Ruefully

2. Mimicked

3. Creative Writing: Journal (15 mins)

a. Write a journal entry in the first person as Jonas

i. What kinds of pronouns will we be using while we are writing?

b. Prediction: What is the plan that you and The Giver came up with to leave the community?

i. If you have already finished the book, write the plan that you think Jonas should have created.

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)

a. Share with class
5. Homework:

a. Creative Writing: RAFT

i. Write in the first person as Jonas:

ii. Write a letter to a member of the community that we were introduced to in the book.

iii. In the letter Jonas will reveal the truth about the community.

1. Who will Jonas reveal the secrets to?  Why?

2. What information/truth might Jonas think is the most important to reveal?
3. How will Jonas explain ideas that this person has never heard of before?

iv. Think about what we know about Jonas’s character.  Use this knowledge to think about what Jonas should sound like in a letter.  
b. Finish Chapter 20

Assessment:

1. Quick write

2. Talking to the text during reading

3. Journal entry

4. Wrap Up share

Materials:

1. Book 
2. Homework raft assignment
RAFT 

R: Role (Who are you?)

A: Audience (To whom are you writing?)

F: Format (What form will your writing assume?)

T: Topic (What are you writing about?)

	Role
	Audience
	Format
	Topic

	Jonas
	Community member
	A letter
	Reveal the secrets of the community.


Consider:

1. Who do you think Jonas would reveal the truth about the community to?

2. What do you think Jonas would pick as the most important ideas to reveal?  Why?
3. How will Jonas explain words/ideas/concepts this person has never heard of before
4. Use the back if you run out of room
Dear______________________, 
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7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 25: (7/27/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Prediction Illustration

Objectives:

1. Students will predict what Jonas will find when he leaves his community through an illustration. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis]

2. Students will make inferences about the protagonist and his journey by writing a dialog in first person as the protagonist. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]
Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10 mins)

a. Homework Share:

i. RAFT: letter to community member

ii. Share with a partner

iii. Share with class:

1. Who did Jonas select?

2. Whey would he select that person (clues)

3. Why did Jonas tell this person according to you and why does that idea make sense.

2. Brainstorm: predictions (5 mins)

a. What will Jonas find when he leaves his community?
i. People?
ii. Places?
iii. Things/objects
iv. Animals

3. Illustration: (12 mins)

a. Setting:

i. Using the ideas you brainstormed, illustrate what you think Jonas will find when he leaves his community.

ii. Color the figure of Jonas according to the mood of the setting you create and what Jonas might be feeling in this setting.  You might use more then one color if you think Jonas is feeling different emotions.
iii. Use of color in your illustration is important, especially since we know that Jonas can know see color.  When you are choosing colors, chose them for a reason.

4. Writing: (12 mins)

a. Write in the first person as Jonas

i. Write the dialog Jonas might say to Gabe as they ride.

ii. What kinds of memories will he give Gabe?

iii. Why is he giving Gabe those memories

5. Wrap Up: (4 mins)

a. Share illustrations and Jonas’s dialog with a partner.
6. Homework:

a. Finish writing

b. Read chapter 21

Assessment

1. Homework share

2. Brainstorming

3. Illustration

4. Writing

5. Wrap Up share
Materials

1. Paper for illustration

2. Markers
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7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 26: (7/28/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Theme
Objectives:
1. Students will identify the subject, category and theme of two sets of pictures. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application]

2. Students will identity themes in The Giver and The Truman show by using a venn diagram. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis]

3. Students will analyze a common theme in The Giver and The Truman show. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]
Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up (10 mins)
a. Students will share their homework writing with a partner

b. Share a few aloud with class

i. How do you envision the world Jonas enters upon leaving his community?

ii. What would he say to Gabe and why?

iii. What obstacles or struggles do you think he will encounter?

iv. What good things do you think he will encounter?

v. How might Jonas and Truman’s experiences be similar/different?

2. Theme Introduction: (3 mins)

a. Hand out paper

b. Read aloud in class

3. Theme - Picture activity: Example (10 mins)

a. Pictures
i. I will take the students through the first set of pictures as an example.

ii. Picture set 1:

1. Who is the subject?

a. Rescue worker

2. If you had to pick a label that could be a title for all three pictures, what would it be?  (Category title)

a. 9/11

3. What could a possible theme be for these pictures?

a. Sacrifice

b. Saving

c. Heartache

d. Destruction

iii. Picture set 2:

1. Who is the subject:

a. Obama, MLK, Hilary Clinton

2. If you had to pick a label that could be a title for all three pictures, what would it be?  (Category title)

a. Famous speeches/speakers

b. Minority speakers

3. What could a possible theme be for these pictures?

a. Power

b. Unity

c. Change

d. Hope

e. Politics

f. Community

4. The Giver/Truman Show Venn Diagram: (20 mins)

a. Work alone (3 mins)

b. Work with a partner (3 mins)

i. The Giver: Who is the subject?

ii. The Truman Show: Who is the subject

iii. What category title could these texts fit under?

iv. What are some possible themes for each of these texts?  

1. What similar ideas arise?

a. Constant observation

b. Power of a single person

c. Power of authority 

d. Choice

e. Truth vs. Lies

f. Discovery

g. Isolation and pain

h. Making sacrifices

i. Seeking and discovering truth

j. Precision of language

k. The importance of experience

2. Plug one of the themes these two texts have in common into the questions from the handout:

a. What are the effects of____

b. What are the consequences of________?
c. What is the importance of__________?
3. Answer the question you choose.

5. Wrap Up: (3 mins)

a. Share Venn Diagrams and answers

6. Homework:

a. Read chapter 22 and 23
Theme:

What theme is:
· An idea that flows through a book and states something about life

· An abstract concept/idea

· A frequently recurring idea

· A central or dominating idea

· An aspect of human experience that the author wishes to express

· The idea that holds the story together. 
· A story can have more than one theme.
What theme is not:
· It is not the "moral" of the story.

· It is not the subject of the story.

How to identify theme:

· Look at the title. 
· Does it give any clues as to what the book will be about? 
· Look for the central topic of the book. 
· Identify how the characters relate to the central topic. 
· Pay attention to key events, dialogue, ideas, metaphors, and changes in a character's actions or beliefs. 
The theme will only be a word or phrase.  That word or phrase will make sense when you put it into the blanks below.  Ask yourself:

· What are the effects of_______?
· What are the consequences of________?
· What is the importance of__________?
Answering the questions above will help you to make inferences about what the author wants you to know and why they wrote or produced the text.
Example: 

· What is the importance of love?

· My Answer: Love connects people and helps them to form meaningful relationships.
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7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 27: (7/29/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Finishing The Giver
Objectives:

1. Students will predict what happens to Jonas after the book ends using clues from the book to make inferences and educated guesses. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

2. Students will write a journal entry in the first person as a character in the community and make inferences about how that character will react to receiving memory. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up (5 mins)

a. Quick write: What happens to Jonas at the end of the book?

i. Is he dreaming?

ii. Is this reality?

iii. What does he find?

iv. Where will he go from here?

1. What inferences did you make and what clues support your theory.

2. Creative Writing Brainstorming: (10 mins)

a. Pretend that you are one of the following characters:

i. Asher

ii. Lily

iii. Jonas’s mom

iv. Jonas’s dad

v. Fiona

b. When Jonas leaves the community all of the memories he received are released back into the community.  The Giver stays behind to help the community deal with these memories.

c. Using what you know about how Jonas felt when he first started receiving memories, and using what you know about the character you choose, write a journal entry in the first person as the character you chose.

i. What is one memory you received (could be good or bad)

ii. How do you feel?

iii. What questions do you have?

iv. How will you react?

v. Consider:

1. Will your age affect the way you feel about the memory or how you handle it?

2. How will your personality determine the way you handle the memory?

3. How will those two ideas affect the kind of language you use?

4. Journal writing: informal or formal?  

a. Examples of informal writing: 

i. Contractions

ii. “I’s” and “me’s”

iii. abbreviations

5. What advice might The Giver tell you to help you?

3. Creative Writing: (25 mins)

a. Journal writing

i. 2-3 paragraphs

4. Wrap Up (5 mins)
a. Share your journal entry with a partner
5. Homework:

a. Finish journal entry

b. Illustrate the memory that you imagine came back to your character

i. Consider:

1. Will it be in color?

2. What mood is the memory?  

a. What colors will express that mood the best?

3. What is the main image that will come through (example: “sled,” “hill,” “fire,” “sun.”)
Assessment

1. Quick write

2. Brainstorming

3. Journal writing

Materials

1. Brainstorming sheet

2. Paper for illustration


	Character:

Gender:

Approximate Age:
	Personality Traits:




Possible Memories:

	Memory:
	Mood/Colors/Images

	
	

	
	

	
	


Describe how Jonas felt when he first began to receive memories:

How might your character feel when he/she receives memories for the first time?
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The Giver

Lesson 28: (7/30/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Gathering Blue Preview

Objectives:

1. Students will predict major events and ideas in Lois Lowry’s book, Gathering Blue. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (5 mins)
a. Hand in homework

b. Students will fill out a brief evaluation form.

2. Preview: Gathering Blue (10 mins)
a. This Lois Lowry book creates another dystopian society, but this time follows a young female protagonist through her adventures. 

b. http://www.loislowry.com/gathering.html
i. I will pull this summary up on the smart board and provide students with a copy.

ii. I will read aloud while students follow along silently.

iii. Students will talk to the text:

1. Predictions

2. Questions

3. Wrap Up: (5 mins)
a. Share Ideas:

i. What about this book seems similar to The Giver?

ii. Predictions about:

1. Kira’s physical flaw and how it causes her problems

2. Kira’s responsibilities

3. The truth about the community

Assessment:

1. Homework

2. Evaluation

3. Book Preview talking to the text

4. Share ideas

Materials:

1. Evaluation form

2. Gathering Blue preview
Name (Optional)_________________________

Evaluation

1. Tell me one new idea or skill that you learned in my class this summer.  How did I help you to understand this idea?

2. Would you recommend The Giver to your friends?  Why?  

3. Is there anything else you want me to know?  Comments:

