Stephanie Palmieri
7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 14: (7/12/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:
Chapter 9
Objectives:

1. Students will analyze chapter 9 by talking to the text out loud between read aloud passages. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

2. Students will brainstorm elements of Jonas’s characterization as it relates to his job by using a web diagram. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm up: (5 mins)

a. Quick write: If you could ask any one person any one question and get a honest answer, who would you ask and what would you ask?  Why?

b. Share with the class

2. Read Aloud: Chapter 9 (20 mins)

a. Make some inferences about Jonas at the end of page 67. 

i. How do you think Jonas is feeling after talking with his parents?

ii. What evidence from the book supports your inferences?

b. End page 68:

i. What rule seems the most shocking or strange to you?  Why?

1. Why would Jonas be prohibited from dream telling?  

a. What does the word prohibited mean?  How is it different from “discouraged” or “asked not to?”

2. Why do you think he is not allowed to apply for medication?  

a. What medication could this rule be referencing (pill for Stirrings)?  Why

3. If you could ask anyone any question and get the truth what would you ask and who would you ask?  Why?

a. Do you think Jonas will use this rule?

4. “You may lie” (Talk about with end of chapter)

c. Vocab: 

i. Dismayed

ii. Accustomed 

iii. Unnerved

d. Last paragraph:

i. How does Jonas feel after he realizes that others may have been given the same instruction about lying?  

ii. What is the significance of realizing his own father might lie to him?

3. 5 Paragraph Essay Topic Introduction (17 mins)

a. I will present the topic: What makes Jonas qualified to be the new Receiver of memory?  What is your dream job and why are you qualified to do it, and how are you and Jonas similar and different?

i. Why is Jonas suited to be the Receiver? (What are his qualifications?)

ii. What is your dream job and why are you qualified to do it?

iii. What are the steps you would need to take to get that job? (how are you and Jonas similar/different)

b. Give 5 paragraph essay reminders packet, to be used for all steps of the writing process with this essay.

c. I will use my web diagram as an example:
i. The first three offshoots will become the topic sentence topics for the three body paragraphs

ii. I will start the brainstorming for one of the offshoots (dream job)

d. Students will brainstorm ideas for each of the offshoots starting with Jonas (on worksheet with brainstorm reminders)

4. Wrap Up: (3 mins)

a. Share this brainstorming with class

b. Are there any qualities/personality traits (characterization) that you and Jonas share?

5. Homework:

a. Finish brainstorming:

i. Jonas section: his qualifications for receiver (4)

ii. Evidence from book supporting those qualifications (one for each)

1. Page numbers

b. Read chapter 10

Assessment:

1. Warm up question

2. Book discussion

3. Brainstorming 

Materials:

1. Book

2. My Brainstorming

Brainstorming: 

1. Purpose:

a. Organizing your information and ideas before you begin writing.

2. Steps:

a. Web diagram or outline

b. Write down every detail that you can

c. Go back through and pick the most important details to write about.

Introduction:

1. Purpose: 

a. To hook the reader and get them interested in what you have to say.

2. Steps:

a. Write a lead:

i. Vignette, quotes, dialog, statistics, rhetorical questions, set up

b. Provide background information about the big ideas or concepts in your paper.

c. Provide a thesis statement:

i. What are you going to be arguing/talking about

Body Paragraphs:

1. Purpose: 

a. Provides detailed and specific information about your argument, which first appeared in the introduction. 

2. Steps:

a. Each body paragraph should:

i. Have a topic sentence:

1. What is this paragraph about?

2. Transition words to take us from one paragraph/idea to the next:

a. Although, in spite of, while, in contrast to, similarly etc.

ii. Address part of your thesis by making a claim about a big idea/concept brought up in your introduction.

iii. Provide examples and textual evidence

iv. Provide commentary about why that evidence is significant

Conclusion:

1. Purpose: 

a. To remind the reader what you have talked about and give them an important related idea to consider after reading

2. Steps: 

a. Restate and rephrase your thesis.

b. Provide a concise summary of what you talked about in your paper: 

i. What are the big ideas you talked about? 

ii. Why are those ideas important?

c. Leave your reader with a take home message or something to ponder

Brainstorming: 

1. Purpose:

a. Organizing your information and ideas before you begin writing.

2. Steps:

a. Web diagram or outline

b. Write down every detail that you can

c. Go back through and pick the most important details to write about.

Introduction:

1. Purpose: 

a. To hook the reader and get them interested in what you have to say.

2. Steps:

a. Write a lead:

i. Vignette, quotes, dialog, statistics, rhetorical questions, set up

b. Provide background information about the big ideas or concepts in your paper.

c. Provide a thesis statement:

i. What are you going to be arguing/talking about

Body Paragraphs:

1. Purpose: 

a. Provides detailed and specific information about your argument, which first appeared in the introduction. 

2. Steps:

a. Each body paragraph should:

i. Have a topic sentence:

1. What is this paragraph about?

2. Transition words to take us from one paragraph/idea to the next:

a. Although, in spite of, while, in contrast to, similarly etc.

ii. Address part of your thesis by making a claim about a big idea/concept brought up in your introduction.

iii. Provide examples and textual evidence

iv. Provide commentary about why that evidence is significant

Conclusion:

1. Purpose: 

a. To remind the reader what you have talked about and give them an important related idea to consider after reading

2. Steps: 

a. Restate and rephrase your thesis.

b. Provide a concise summary of what you talked about in your paper: 

i. What are the big ideas you talked about? 

ii. Why are those ideas important?

c. Leave your reader with a take home message or something to ponder
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The Giver

Lesson 15: (7/13/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:
Intro paragraph
Objectives:

1. Students will edit their leads from last week by identifying the major ideas that should be addressed in their essay. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Evaluation]

2. Students will identify elements of an essay introduction and write their own introductions by writing a lead, broad topic based sentences and a thesis statement. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Synthesis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10 mins)

a. Take out leads we worked on last week.

i. These leads should be a decent fit for the essay we are writing this week. 

ii. Students will read their own leads silently to themselves.

1. Does this lead still fit the topic of this paper?

a. If it still fits, students will be asked to write one of the other styles of leads that we talked about last week (reference paper)

b. If it does not fit anymore students will be asked to edit this lead to fit the topic:

i. What is the topic of our essay?  

ii. What kinds of words should you be using to emphasize the job aspect of the paper?  Choice?  Aspirations?

1. Verbs/adjectives/concrete words

2. Questions, statements etc

3. How will you get your reader excited to read your work?

2. Thesis Statement: Your paper’s roadmap (15 mins)

a. What are you talking about?

i. What are you arguing?

ii. How will you take us there?

iii. What are the stops you will make along the way?

b. Specific topic + Attitude/Angle/Argument = Thesis
c. What you plan to argue + How you plan to argue it = Thesis
d. Student example: Essay topic: What is would your theme song be?  How do the lyrics and beat express who you are?

i. Show student examples from student teaching essays:

1. What did this student’s introduction do well?

a. Good voice (side comment to reader)

b. Lead: words to describe herself

c. Starts broad and works her way to specific.

d. Gives us a brief example to help us understand why this song is important to her

2. How did they grab your attention in the lead?

3. What is their paper about?  How do you know?

a. How did their thesis help you to understand what they would be talking about?

b. Using only their thesis as a guide, what topics do you think will appear in the body paragraphs of their essay?

c. I expect to see in the essay:

i. How the song makes her feel good about herself

ii. How the song puts her in a better mood when she is in a bad mood

iii. Emphasis on specific lyrics and on the beat of the song as it relates to i. and ii.

iv. Specific examples of how the song relates to time with friends and family.  

e. Students will write a thesis statement for their essay.

i. Share with partner

1. I will walk around and make sure students’ thesis statements are on track.

ii. Share with class    

3. Connecting lead and thesis: (15 mins) (on introduction reminders worksheet)

a. General information about topic/big idea of your paper:

i. What kinds of big ideas or topics will appear in this paper? (jobs, personal qualities, chasing dreams etc)

1. We will put student ideas on the board 

ii. Students will pick one idea that they will emphasize in their paper.

1. Connecting the lead and the thesis: broad information that leads into the very specific thesis:

a. Reference student introduction example

iii. Students will write the in-between section.  

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)

a. Share with class

i. How did this student go from broad to specific?

ii. What idea did they address?

5. Homework:

a. Read chapters 11 and 12

b. Characterization guided reading worksheet

Assessment:

1. Leads

2. Thesis statements

3. Connecting leads and thesis

Materials:

1. Student example

Fun, energetic, and upbeat are all words that describe me and my favorite song “Jump to the Rhythm” by Jordan Pruitt.  Whenever I hear the beginning beats I can’t help but get up and start bustin’ out a groove (when no one is looking of course!).  I love the energizing beat and the trumpet playing in the background.  It’s the perfect song to play at a dance and to listen to while painting nails with friends at a sleepover.  However, the beat is not the only good part of the song.  The words mean a lot to me too.  The lyrics remind me of my life and hanging out with my friends.  When I’m listening to it on my iPod I picture all of the good times I have had with my friends and family, and sometimes I even imagine us doing silly dance moves.  Whenever I need a pick me up I listen to “Jump to the Rhythm;” it makes me feel good about myself, and I’m always in a better mood after hearing it.  

What did this student do well in her introduction?

Based on her introduction what do you think this paper will be about?  What ideas do you expect her to address?

What are some big ideas you might address in your own essay?

Characterization

The Giver: Chapters 11 and 12

What is Jonas Saying?




What is Jonas Thinking?

11.







11.

12.







12.
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What actions is Jonas taking?
        

How do other character’s react to              
Jonas?

11.






11.

12.






12.
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Lesson 16: (7/14/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:
Body paragraphs and topic sentences

Objectives:

1. Students will identify Jonas’s character traits that qualify him for his position as Receiver of Memory and support their reasoning with textual evidence. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Evaluation]

2. Students will identify important elements of a paragraph about an important idea in  chapter 12 and write a topic sentence for that paragraph. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

3. Students will write the first body paragraph for their 5 paragraph essay. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Synthesis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10 mins)

a. Take out brainstorming from Monday and guided reading homework

b. Pre writing paragraphs/assessment: in chapter 11 and 12 find specific instances in which Jonas displays, through his actions, speech, thoughts, or personality traits, why he is suited to be the Receiver of Memory.  You might need to make some inferences.

i. See brainstorm for ideas about traits you have already come up with.

ii. Find at least 3 traits/actions etc that support Jonas’s qualification for this job

1. What is the trait 

a. Not frightened (80)

b. Eager (83)

c. Learns well and quickly (85)

d. Withstands pain (86)

e. Asks lots of questions (87)

f. Seems prepared to lie or at least avoid the truth (88)

2. What is the proof: 

a. Write down the quote/passage

b. Include the page number

c. Share with class

2. Topic Sentences: (10 mins)

a. What is a topic sentence?

i. What is the purpose of a topic sentence?

ii. How does the topic sentence set up the structure of the rest of the body paragraph?

b. My example: (about chapter 11)

i. Read example

ii. Point out topic sentence

iii. Point out how the progression of the paragraph:

1. Provide trait that makes him qualified to be the Receiver

2. Provide support for that argument: textual evidence (how to cite and introduce into paragraph)
3. What does this trait mean for Jonas?

4. How could this trait be helpful?

c. Provide a second example paragraph (about chapter 12)

i. Ask students to write a possible topic sentence for this paragraph.

1. Why does your topic sentence make sense?

a. What ideas does the paragraph address?  

b. Are these ideas reflected in your topic sentence.

c. Possible topic sentence: Jonas learns why his community is unable to see colors and he is outraged.  

3. Body paragraph (20 mins)

a. Students will write their first body paragraph including a topic sentence. (on packet)

i. Students should reference brainstorming sheet from Monday.

ii. Topic sentence mini lesson paragraphs will be on board

b. I will check in with each student as they write and make sure they are on the right track.

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)

a. Students will share their paragraphs with a partner

b. Partner will be listening for topic sentence and share that topic sentence with the class.

i. What parts of the paragraph related to that topic sentence

5. Homework:

a. Read chapter 13

Assessment:

1. Prewriting

2. Topic Sentence

3. Body paragraph

Materials:

1. Student example

2. Paragraphs for topic sentence: from The Giver
What traits make Jonas qualified to be the Receiver or Memory?  Why?

	Jonas’s Traits
	Why
	Evidence/Page number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Topic Sentence: 

Jonas has several traits that qualify him to be the new Receiver of Memory.  

Paragraph:

Jonas is able to understand new information very quickly without being directly instructed.  When Jonas is given his first memory of a sled ride he, “understood instantly that now he was going downhill.  No voice made an explanation.  The experience explained itself to him” (81).  Jonas is able to understand the concepts of snow, a sled, and a hill without every having been told the definition, which indicates that he has good intuition.  As Jonas begins to realize that his community is not as perfect as he once thought, this intuition might prove helpful as he decides what parts of this community he is willing to accept and which parts he is unwilling to accept.  

Jonas’s reaction to not seeing color makes it seem like he is only upset about not seeing color; however, it becomes clear that Jonas is even more upset about the fact that his choice is taken away from him.  When The Giver explains the community’s choice to create “Sameness” Jonas exclaims, “We shouldn’t have!” (95).  The Giver is impressed with Jonas’s ability to draw this conclusion and remarks, “You’ve come very quickly to that conclusion.  It took me many years.  Maybe your wisdom will come much more quickly than mine” (95).  The Giver’s comments to Jonas display how wise Jonas really is, since the Giver is the only person in the community who truly knows what it means to live, to feel happiness and to feel pain.    

Possible topic sentence:
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The Giver

Lesson 17: (7/15/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:
Transitions and Body Paragraphs

Objectives:

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10 mins)

a. Choices: 

i. At this point in the book Jonas is realizing that he and the other people in his community have no choice in their lives and he begins to question this lack of choice.  In this activity I want the students to analyze what it means to have choice or to not have choice.   

b. What are some big choices that the people in Jonas’s community do not have?  

i. What decisions get made for them:

1. Spouse

2. Adopted children

3. Career

ii. What small decisions get made for them:

1. What to eat

2. Wear

3. Telling of feelings

c. Activity:

i. I will have three pieces of paper set up on the front table

ii. Each piece will have a different consequence/reward written on it

1. Free Argentina ticket

2. One treat from the treat box

3. Today, instead of club, you have to go to yo (I won’t really do this, but I will pretend for the sake of the exercise)

iii. I will tell students that they have a choice: come up and pick a piece of paper and deal with the consequences (2 good things, 1 not so good thing) or they do not have to pick one.

iv. Students who do choose to come up will have a second choice: which piece of paper to take.

v. After one or two students picks a paper we will talk about how they feel:

1. Are you happy with your choice to pick a paper?  

2. Would you do it again?  Why?

a. Live and learn

b. Having choice allows us to make mistakes, and making mistakes helps us to learn and grow.

3. For students who did not pick, would your decision be different if you knew what the papers said before you picked?  Why?

d. Reflection on ability to choose: when we know the consequences or rewards ahead of time are we more likely to accept and appreciate our ability to chose?

i. What does “choice” really mean? 

1. Is it really a “choice” when I provide you with only three options in this chapter 

2. Jonas talks about choice with the Giver.  He determines that if people had choice, they would most likely chose wrong, so it is safer to not have choice.  I want students to think about what it means to have choice and what it means to have choice taken from you and decisions are made for you.  I also want them to understand that choice is relative, meaning that although I am providing various options for them to “choose” from they didn’t create the options and so their “choice” is limited. 

a. How was your choice today similar or different from the kinds of choices Jonas has or does not have in his community?

2. Body paragraph 2: Your dream job

a. In this chapter what other traits does Jonas demonstrate that prove he is a good choice for Receiver?

i. What does Jonas’s views on “choice” tell us about his character and what he might still have to learn?

ii. What choice does Jonas make at the end of this chapter? (He tells the Giver to give him more painful memories in order to relieve the Giver)

1. Why is the act of free will and choice important in this moment?

b. In our society we are essentially given the choice of jobs.  

i. We don’t chose our circumstances aka what we are born into, so like in the activity there are limits, but we have a say in the matter.

c. What is your dream job (reference brainstorming)

i. Write down a list of reasons why this job is your dream job. 

1. What makes it so exciting or so safe?

2. What would it be like?

3. What would you feel?

4. What are the perks?

ii. What qualifications do you have that would make you a likely or good candidate for this job

iii. Share with partner

3. Transitions:

a. How to get from one paragraph to the next:

i. Although, in addition to, like ___, in contrast to ____, unlike, while, even though, similarly etc

ii. Link transition to topic sentence

1. Example: Although Jonas and I are similar because we are both very thoughtful, the job I want is very different from his.

4. Homework:

a. Write the second body paragraph: Your dream job

b. Write the third body paragraph: compare and contrast Jonas and yourself.

c. Include transitions between all body paragraphs

d. Body paragraphs should relate back to thesis
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The Giver

Lesson 18: (7/16/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:
Conclusion

Objectives:

1. Students will identify key transition words in a partner’s body paragraphs and edit student work that does not correctly use transition words. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Evaluation]

2. Students will write a conclusion for their essay using the basic elements of conclusion writing. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10-12 mins)

a. Share your two new body paragraphs with a partner:

i. Partner: listening for transition sentences/topic sentences

1. What are the key transition words your partner used?

2. If they did not have those words, how can you help them to rework the sentence they do have to include those words?

ii. Select student example that is well done and read to class:

1. What kinds of transitions words did they use?

2. What was the topic sentence of paragraph 2 and 3?

3. Did the paragraphs address the issues in the topic sentences?

2. Conclusions: (20 mins)

a. Elements

i. Specific to broad

ii. Restate and rephrase your thesis

iii. Concise summary of what you talked about in your paper: what points did you make? (what are the big ideas you talked about and why are they important?)

iv. Leave us with a take home message or something to ponder

b. Example:

i. Take home message/something to ponder:

1. Although in life it seems like we make our own choices, do we really have the freedom to choose when we choose from limited options?

c. Writing:

i. Students will write their conclusions:

1. Restate and rephrase your thesis

2. Talk about big ideas

3. Leave us with a take home message/something to ponder

3. Wrap Up: (13 mins)

a. Share your conclusion with a partner

b. Share with class:

i. What did this person do well?  

ii. Did they leave us with an interesting take home message?

1. Talk about some of the take home messages/ideas to ponder.

a. How has Jonas changed since we first met him?

b. What causes him to change?  (specific moments/textual evidence)

c. How does choice affect Jonas’s life?

d. How does his job assignment change Jonas?

e. Is Jonas’s job a good thing or a bad thing in his life?  Why?

Assessment:

1. Homework paragraph share

2. Conclusion writing

3. Take home message discussion

Materials:

1. Student writing packet 

