Stephanie Palmieri

7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 10: (7/6/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Perspective

Objectives:
1. Students will identify rules in our society and Jonas’s and evaluate how those rules and individual roles affect a community. [Knowledge, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

2. Students will differentiate between different perspectives and points of view through the blindfolded manipulation of an object. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Evaluation]

3. Students will infer a character’s perspective by evaluating that character’s traits and their positioning within the selected setting. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]
Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10 mins)

a. Overarching Questions:

i. What does it mean to be part of a community?

ii. How does your personal participation affect the community and how does the community affect your personal experience?

1. Last week we talked about how the community can affect individual experience.  Today we will talk about how the personal experience can affect the community experience.

2. Ask students to think of one rule or law that we have in our Summerbridge community:

a. Example: white man on stop light means walk, no running at the pool etc.

3. I will have a ball of string.  This string will represent rules.  One student will start:

a. Say rule, hold string, throw ball to another person across the circle.

b. The string will create a web.

c. I want there to be some slack in this web, so if its tight I will ask them to step forward.

d. Stand perfectly still.

e. Have one student pull on their section of the rope/move/sit down etch

i. What happens when one person moves?

1. Can anyone think of a real life scenario when you or someone else took an action (big or small) and if affected someone else?

a. Was it a positive or negative action?  Positive or negative result?

f. If the rope represents how strict rules or laws are, how would the rope look for Jonas’s community?

i. What are some of the rules that Jonas’s community has?

ii. Have students wrap string around hand so that every section is taut.  Repeat actions

iii. How does having more strict rules affect the group when one person takes an action?

4. Everyone in this community has the power to affect everyone else.  We all have our own unique perspectives.

2. Perspective activity: Point of View Intro: (15 mins)

a. Object: students will close their eyes: (1st person/limited)

i. I will have a doll with clothes, shoes, hat etc

ii. I will bring it around the room and guide each student’s hand to a different part of the doll (cloth, hair, shoes, etc)

iii. Students will open their eyes and write down a prediction about what the object is.

1. What texture(s) do you feel?

2. What image comes to mind?

iv. After hearing the descriptions of what everyone is touching students will guess what the larger object is.

v. Students will take blindfolds off and see object as a whole.

1. What does it feel like to be blindfolded and not be able to see what you are touching?

2. What does it feel like to not know what others are touching?

3. Did your personal experience match other people’s personal experiences?  

4. Do you think your personal view affect the way that other people thought about the object? How?

5. Did other people’s experience affect what you thought about the object?

vi. Point of view is all about perspective.  

1. When you are blindfolded your personal experience was happening in first person.  

a. Pronouns: I, me, us, we

b. I felt cloth and thought it was a t-shirt

2. When you were listening to other people’s experience it was like third person.  

a. Pronouns: he, she, they

b. He/she felt cloth and thought it was a t-shirt

3. Everyone except me had a limited knowledge of the object, I had an omniscient knowledge. 

a. If you had a limited point of view what do you think that means?

i. Limited: the narrator only knows what one single character is thinking and feeling.

b. If I had an omniscient point of view what do you think that means?

i. Omniscient: all knowing.  As a narrator I know what everyone is doing, thinking, feeling.

3. Point of View: (15 mins)

a. I will give students this scenario on the smartboard and use google earth to provide a real image.  

i. An automobile accident occurs. 

1. Two drivers are involved: 

a. A 50 year old male teacher

b. A 16 year old male high school student. 

2. Witnesses include four sidewalk spectators, a police person, a video taper and a pilot. 

a. A 5 year old little girl

b. A 12 year old female middle school student

c. An 18 year old male college freshman

d. A 90 year old female, retired race car driver

e. A 40 year old female police person

f. A 35 year old male lawyer with a video camera who happened to be shooting the scene 

g. A 40 year old female pilot of a news helicopter that was flying overhead. 

3. Here we have nine different points of view and, most likely, nine different descriptions of the accident. 

ii. Assign each student a different character from the above scenario.  

iii. Students will illustrate the scene as their character might see it.

1. On google earth I will bring up a street in manhattan.  

2. I will spin the scene so that students can see it from different angles. Tell them where character is located in the google earth image.

3. What does your character see, hear, smell, taste, touch?

iv. Questions

1. Look at the person you were assigned.

a. What is their gender?

b. What is their age?

c. What is their occupation

d. What is their physical location?

2. Using what you know about characterization, and based on the answers above, on the back of your illustration paper write down at least 5 words or phrases this person might say.

3. How will this person’s traits affect the way they see/talk about this event?

v. Student will illustrate the scene from that character’s perspective

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)

a. Share what we have illustrated:

i. We are illustrating and writing in first person.  

ii. What are some of the words/phrases your person might use.

iii. We have a limited perspective because we only know our own point of view.

iv. When we hear everyone’s ideas we can now be third person omniscient narrators because we know what everyone thinks and feels.

5. Homework:

a. Read chapter 5

b. Rules list

a. Using the scene you illustrated today, write a 6-5 sentence paragraph in the first person describing what this character sees, hears, smells, tastes, and touches.  

Assessment:

1. Warm up: rules/questioning

2. Perspective questions

3. Illustration

Materials:

1. String

2. Doll

3. Smartboard

4. Google Earth

5. Paper

6. Markers 

Stephanie Palmieri
7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 11: (7/7/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Dream writing

Objectives:

1. Students will assess how different factors influenced the point of view/perspective of their character from yesterday and justify the choices they made during illustration and writing. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

2. Students will diagram or outline details about a recent dream. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Anaylsis]

3. Students will write a descriptive paragraph describing that dream in the third person. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Synthesis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10 mins)

a. Share your descriptive paragraph with a partner

b. Share with class: paragraph and illustration.

c. How were different people’s descriptions different?

i. What kinds of details did they include or not include?  Why?

ii. How did the following factors influence the way that each person experienced the scene/scenario?

i. Age

ii. Gender

iii. Occupation

iv. Physical location

d. POV review (include during discussion): 

i. If we are speaking in first person what pronouns do we use?

i. I, me, we, us

ii. If we are speaking in the third person what pronouns do we use?

i. He, she, they, them

iii. What does it mean if a narrator has a limited perspective?

i. Can only know what one character (major or minor) is thinking, feeling.

iv. What does it mean if a narrator has an omniscient perspective?

i. Knows what all characters are thinking, feeling.

2. Book Discussion (10 mins)

a. Rules list throughout

b. Why are dreams so important in this community?

i. If Jonas usually has a difficult time remembering dreams what can we infer about the dreams that he does remember?

i. What is it about this dream that causes him to remember it so distinctly?

c. What are “stirrings?”

d. Why is Jonas instructed to take the pills?

e. Who tells him to take the pills?  Where does this person get the orders from? (mom, elders/the box)

3. Dream Writing: (20 mins)

a. Brainstorming:

i. Web diagram or outline a dream you have had recently.  Make the first offshoots of your web or the first numbers of your outline each of the five senses.

b. Write a 5-6 sentence descriptive paragraph describing the dream in the third person.

i. What kinds of pronouns will you be using?

i. Your own name, he, she, they etc.

ii. Audience:

i. What is audience?

a. What do we want them to know?

b. What experience do we want our audience to have?

iii. Mood: (setting review)

i. What kinds of words can we use for:

a. Scary dreams

b. Confusing dreams

c. Happy dreams

iv. Replacing abstract words with concrete words/images

i. What is an example of an abstract word? Of a concrete word?

ii. Instead of, “I was happy in my dream” we can say, “I jumped up and clicked my heels together.”

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)

a. Share with the class: Point out strong word choice

b. How is your dream similar/different from Jonas’s dream and his experience with dreams

5. Homework:

a. Read chapter 6

b. Finish paragraph

Assessment:

1. Partner share and questions

2. Book discussion

3. Brainstorming

4. Descriptive paragraph in third person

Materials:

1. Book

Stephanie Palmieri
7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 12: (7/8/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Sentence Types

Objectives:

1. Students will identify the four different sentence types by selecting examples from the book. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application]

2. Students will differentiate between the elements of successful writing and unsuccessful writing by identifying those elements in my examples. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

3. Students will revise a creative writing paragraph by incorporating each of the different sentence types. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation] 

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: 

a. Reading Quiz (5 mins)

i. Go over questions: (5 mins)

1. What is different about the jacket that Lily receives at her ceremony?

a. smaller buttons and pockets indicating more independence

2. What seems strange about the Ceremony of Loss and the Murmur-of-Replacement Ceremony?

a. How would you feel if someone was sent to replace one of your lost loved ones?

b. Release is not the same as loss: why?

ii. What do you think Jonas is feeling in this moment?  How would you describe his emotions?  

2. Subjects and Verbs: (5 mins)

a. See attached

b. I will go over some basic sentence structure definitions:

i. What is a subject? Examples?

ii. What is a verb? Examples?

1. What is the difference between an action verb and a linking verb?

iii. What is a prepositional phrase?

3. Sentence Types in Context: (10 mins) 

a. I will give students handout: (see attached)

i. I have provided students with definitions of the four different sentence types.

ii. I have provided students with examples of each of these types of sentences by using sentences from The Giver.
1. What do you notice about the way I wrote the sentences?

a. Citation of quotes: quotation marks, page number in parentheses, punctuation outside of page number

iii. Students will be asked to search through the chapters we have read so far and find an example of each kind.

1. Share with a partner

2. Share with class.

4. Editing: Creating Sentence Types: (18 minutes)

a. My example (see attached)

i. What kinds of things do you notice that we might want to change

1. Change abstract words to concrete words.

2. Repetition of feelings.

3. All simple sentences

ii. What kinds of things do you notice about the new paragraph?

1. What are some new words that appear in this revision?

2. What abstract words were replaced?  What concrete words replaced those abstract words.

3. What do you notice about the sentence structure?

b. Dream paragraph: read through the paragraph you wrote yesterday about your dream.  We are going to go back through and revise this paragraph to make the sentence structure more interesting.

i. What does editing mean?

ii. What is the difference between editing and revision?

iii. How do we edit?  What are some kinds of things we might edit?

iv. How can we make our pieces more fun to read by changing the structure?

c. Revise your dream paragraph:

i. Abstract to concrete

ii. Sentence structure: include at least one of each type of sentence we talked about today.

5. Wrap Up: (2 mins)

a. Share one or two examples of student work

6. Homework:

a. Read chapter 7

b. Finish revising your dream paragraph

Recognize a subject of a sentence when you see one.

· In a sentence, every verb must have a subject. If the verb expresses action—like sneeze, jump, bark, or study—the subject is who or what does the verb. Take a look at this example:
· During his biology lab, Tommy danced on the table.

· Danced is an action verb. Tommy is who did the dancing. Look at the next example:

· The speeding hotrod crashed into a telephone pole.

· Crashed is the action verb. The hotrod is what did the crashing.

· Not all verbs are action verbs. Some verbs are linking. These are verbs like am, is, are, was, were, seem, and become, among others. Linking verbs connect the subject to something that is said about the subject. Take a look at this example:
· Ron's bathroom is a disaster.

· Bathroom is the subject. Is connects the subject to something that is said about it, that the bathroom is a disaster. Here is another example:
· The bathroom tiles are fuzzy with mold.

· The word tiles is the subject. Are connects tiles to something said about them, that they are fuzzy with mold.

Remember that the subject is never part of a prepositional phrase.

· The subject of a verb will never be part of a prepositional phrase. A prepositional phrase begins with a preposition [in, on, at, between, among, of etc.] and ends with a noun, pronoun, or gerund. Look at these examples of prepositional phrases:

· in the dirty bathtub

· on the bumpy road

· at home

· between us

· among the empty pizza boxes

· without crying

· Sometimes a prepositional phrase appears to be either the subject itself or part of the subject. Read the example that follows:

· My dog, along with her seven puppies, has chewed all of the stuffing out of the sofa cushions.

· Here, both my dog and her seven puppies are chewing on the sofa, but because the puppies are part of the prepositional phrase along with her seven puppies, the only word that counts as the subject is dog.

http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/subject.htm
©1997 - 2010 by Robin L. Simmons


Sentence Types

Simple sentence: an independent clause

·  “I know that” (40).

· “I was only joking” (41).

· “I hope you get pilot” (41).

Compound sentence: 2 or more independent clauses connected by a coordinating conjunction.

Coordinating conjunctions: FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so

· “Father had not had to release single newchild this year, so Gabriel would have represented a real failure and sadness” (43).

Complex: 1 independent clause and 1 or more dependent clauses

· Lily, standing in front of her, fidgeted impatiently” (40).

· Instead, as a result of Father’s plea, Gabriel had been labeled Uncertain and given the additional year” (42).

Compound complex: 2 or more independent clauses and 1 or more dependent clause.

· “The first Ceremony began right on time, and Jonas watched as one after another each newchild was given a name and handed by the Nurturers to its new family unit” (43).

Boring paragraph:

Steph dreamed about flying.  Her body flew.  She went high.  She was unhappy.  She could not come down.  It was fun at first.  After a while it got scary.    

New paragraph:

Steph dreamed about flying.  Her body soared through the sky, and once she started flying her feet never touched the ground again. Her body simply refused to come down.  She clawed and scratched at the air, but her body remained among the clouds.  After a few minutes Steph grew accustomed to the feeling of flying.  Her muscles became loose and she was able to stretch out and feel the cool softness of the wind.  Steph laughed.    

· Steph dreamed about flying. (Simple) 

· Her body soared through the sky, and once she started flying her feet never touched the ground again. (Compound complex) 

· Her body simply refused to come down. (Simple)  

· She clawed and scratched at the air, but her body remained among the clouds. (Compound)    

· After a few minutes Steph grew accustomed to the feeling of flying. (Complex)

· Her muscles became loose and she was able to stretch out and feel the cool softness of the wind. (Compound complex)

· Steph laughed. (Simple)

NAME_________________________

The Giver: Reading Quiz

Chapter 6

1. Why do Fours, Fives, and Sixes only have jackets that fasten down the back?

2. Gabe is granted a reprieve and is not released.  What two reasons made the committee consider releasing him?

3. How long is the extension that the committee granted to Gabe?

a. 1 year

b. 2 years

c. 3 years

d. 4 years

4. Describe how the community performs the Ceremony of Loss.

5. What change do the children undergo during the Ceremony of Ten?

6. How long is a mother and father pair monitored by the committee before they can apply for children?

a. 1 year

b. 2 years

c. 3 years

d. 4 years

Stephanie Palmieri
7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 13: (7/9/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:
Leads

Objectives:

1. Students will make inferences about how the protagonist is feeling during this pivotal plot moment in the book.  [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application]

2. Students will identify elements of a lead by reading real student examples. [Knowledge, Comprehension]

3. Students will write leads about Jonas’s job using the student examples as templates. [Comprehension, Application, Synthesis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (7 mins)
a. Share dream paragraph with partner

b. Share aloud with class (old and new version)

c. What kinds of changes did you/he/she make? 

2. Read Aloud: Chapter 8 (10 mins)
a. What can we infer about what Jonas is feeling?

b. Why might he be feeling this way?

c. What will it mean for Jonas to be “alone/apart?”

d. What seems weird or strange about this scene?  

3. Leads: (25 mins)
a. We will be writing 5 paragraph essays next week(s).  (We will talk about the different elements next week in more detail.)

i. What are the 5 paragraphs called?

1. Intro, body paragraphs, conclusion

2. What are the elements of an introduction?

a. Lead/hook

b. Broad to specific information

c. Give us the gist of what you are talking about.

d. Thesis

3. Today we will be talking about leads/a hook

a. What do you think a hook is?

b. Why might it be important to have a hook?

i. We have 2 lines to get a reader interested in what we have to say: a title, and our hook.

b. Types of leads: (ask if they know what any of these are)

i. Vignette/snapshot

ii. Quotes

iii. dialog

iv. Shocking statistics

v. Shocking statements

vi. Rhetorical questions

vii. Set up lead: sets up action of the story

c. Student examples: (from my 8th graders during student teaching)

i. What did this student do well?

ii. What grabbed your attention?

1. Word choice

2. Types of questions

3. Simplicity/complexity of statement

4. Ideas

5. Punctuation

6. Tone

iii. What do you expect each paper to be about?  What might a topic be? (inferences)

1. We were able to determine the topic just by the lead.  If you are writing a lead and the topic is unclear you need to go back and rework it.

d. Writing leads:

i. Students will be instructed to write 2 different leads about the chapter we just read (chapter 8):

1. Topic: what will Jonas’s new job (The Receiver) entail?   

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)
a. Share leads:

i. What was effective about this lead?

ii. What do you expect the paper to be about?

Assessment:

1. Dream paragraph share: old and new

2. Book inferences

3. Leads questions

4. Writing leads

Materials:

1. Book

2. Student leads examples

3. Smartboard

4. Leads worksheet for student work

Rhetorical Questions:

Action. Adventure. Romance. When an average girl falls in love with a vampire, is their hope for their relationship to last? When dangerous creatures come from all around the world with one single target, is there a chance? When it comes to revenge for the death of your soul mate, how far would you go? How far would she go? How far is too far? 
Bold statement:

Hunger tackles you as you begin the fight, the fight for Survival. 

Set Up:
Pretty, fake, plastic, little Rosewood. Sounds great huh? Well its not so great when the leader of the pack goes missing for 3 years, and her body is found under her old house. “A” controls the lives of the young, stupid little Hannah, Emily, Spencer, and Aria by sending them stalker texts and by letting loose all their dirty little secrets. If they don’t do as “A” says, let’s just say they’re DEAD.

Vignette: 
Itchy grass surrounds him. His comrades are scattered about around him. Hot, humid air lingering all around. The heat is unbearable with all the gear on. The heavy uniform and gun almost matches his weight. Stomach down in the dirt he shoulders his M16, the butt of the gun pressing on his shoulder blade. The safety is flicked off and the gun is cocked putting a bullet into the chamber. His eyes focus down his sight and off into the distance. One eye closed, he focuses intensely down the barrel. His finger shakes and he pulls down the trigger. Boom!

Quote:

“Now, for the first time in his twelve years of life, Jonas felt separate, different” (65).

Leads
Vignette/snapshot:

Quotes/Dialog:

Shocking statistics or statements

Rhetorical questions

Set Up:

