Reading Strategies

Talking to the Text: 
· What do you think talking to the text is? (an educated guess)

· How do you think we talk to the text?

· Why do you think we talk to the text?

· What are examples of texts? (movies, books, magazines, bill boards, songs, poetry ( basically anything that someone created)

· How do you talk to the text?

· When you are reading (or viewing or listening) it is a good idea to think about what you are reading.  Take some time to stop and make comments, questions, predictions, and connections.  You can also highlight, underline, circle, or bookmark any part of a book that is confusing, odd, strange, or really cool.  These are often good places to go back to later.  You can also draw pictures or symbols when you are talking to the text.  It is helpful to visualize the characters, the setting, and the situations in the book.  Visualizing will help you to better understand what is happening in the story.  

· The five categories for talking to the text:

· Comments (written or symbols)
· This is good because…
· This is confusing because…
· I like the part where…
· My favorite part so far is…
· I didn’t realize that…

· Now I understand why…

· Questions: 
· Who did…
· What’s this part about…
· What would happen if…
· What does this section mean…
· Predictions:

· I think that…
· I wonder if…
· I bet that…
· Connections: 
· This reminds me of…
· This character is like…
· This is similar to…
· This setting reminds me of…
· Types of connections:

· Text to text: 
· Example – this character reminds me of the character in x movie.  

· This book reminds me of x book.

· Text to self (personal experience)
· Example – This part reminds me of when I…
· Text to world (everything outside of self)
· Example – when this character was battling his enemy it reminded me of when we learned about war in school.

Pre-reading:

· Before reading a book, take a good look at the cover art and read the summary on the back of the book.

· What do you know based on this information?

· What questions do you have about this book before you start reading?

· What do you think might happen, based on the information that you already know?

· Does this story sound like any other stories you have heard or read before?  If so, what are some possible similarities and differences?

Re-reading:

· Re-reading is a great way to go back and work through important details.  When you are reading a passage for the first time or when you are re-reading that passage, some important details to look for are:

· Character names

· Character descriptions – physical, emotional, intellectual

· Place names

· Times

· Dates

· Conflicts between characters

· Emotions a main character (the protagonist) is feeling

Reading Aloud:

· Reading aloud can help to build your fluency and reading speed.  When you hear the words out loud, you can often identify when they sound wrong. This is an especially good strategy to use when you are revising something you have written.  
· Follow the punctuation.  Make sure that you pause slightly at all commas, semi colons (;) and colons (:).  Take a full pause after periods. When you read a sentence with an exclamation point at the end, your voice should sound excited, or possibly angry, depending on the context.  When a sentence ends with a question mark, your voice should go up at the end, to indicate that you are asking a question.
· Have an adult read aloud to you while you follow along silently.  An adult will be able to pronounce words that you might not know, and hearing them read can help you to understand the intonation (how the volume and pitch of your voice sounds) that should be used.  The intonation used when reading a passage can totally alter the meaning, so you want to make sure that you are reading it correctly.  
Public Speaking:

· Make sure you annunciate (pronounce every word fully before moving on to the next word).  This strategy will be especially helpful when you have to read aloud in front of people or give a speech.  When people get nervous to speak in front of a group they often speak very quickly.  When you annunciate, it will force you to slow down and therefore make you more easy to hear and understand.
· Speak loudly.  You want everyone in the room to be able to hear you.  You do not have to shout, but you want to project your voice.
· Keep your hair in a pony tail.  When people leave their hair down during a speech they tend to play with it.   Having your hair in a pony tail will keep you from brining your hands up to your head and face.
· Make eye contact.  You do not want to read an entire piece without look up once or only looking up a few times.  You want to glance up at least every few sentences.  I like to vary the length of time I look up.  In order to make it easy for me to look up, I often double space my speeches and follow along with a finger.  My finger helps me to find my place easily when I look back down.  You can also put little notes to yourself or symbols to remind yourself to look up at certain places.  
· Practice, practice, practice.  The more you read your speech to yourself (silently and aloud), the easier it will be for you to read it in front of others.  Usually I practice my speech until I pretty much hate what I have written because I have read it so many times.  I don’t memorize it, but I remember and mark places where I stumble over words, and places where I want to emphasize particular words or ideas.  Knowing where these places are helps me to read clearly, slowly, and smoothly.  
Reading Comprehension: When taking a test or doing homework that involves reading comprehension, it is a good idea to do the following:

· Read the question or questions before reading the passage. 

· Look for the key words those questions used while reading the passage.  Often times tests ask you to answer questions about very specific details in the passage.  Looking for key words from the questions will help you find those answers more quickly. 

· Pay careful attention to the first one or two paragraphs.  Usually, (especially on standardized tests and in things like newspaper articles) most of the important information will appear in these paragraphs.  That information will likely include most of the items I listed in the re-reading section. 

· Use context clues to figure out words you don’t know.  

· Do you think the word means something good or something bad?

· Can you break the word into different parts and figure out what it means based on what the parts mean?  

· Study prefixes and suffixes.  Lists of these can be found in books that prepare students for tests like the SATs or GREs.  Knowing the general meanings of parts of words can help you to determine what the whole word might mean.

· If you think you know what the word might mean, try to think of a synonym for that use the synonym in the sentence.  Does the sentence make sense?

· Look for repetition, bolded, italicized or underlined words ( these words and concepts are probably important.

· Make inferences:

· Use clues to help you figure out what the character is really thinking or feeling.

· Facial expressions, body language, dialog, clothing, setting etc can help you to figure out how the character might be feeling.

· Look for symbols: an author often uses symbols to show important meanings.  Symbols may appear only once in a book, or they may appear many times in different ways.  
· Common symbols:

· Water can often represent: rebirth, religion, life, a new start, a struggle

· Sky/clouds can often represent: heaven, God, a new beginning.  Dark clouds can represent a conflict or something bad.

· Names: names can sometimes have a double meaning.  Some names might be referencing mythology (like in the Percy Jackson series), some might reference the bible.  If you come across a name like this, look up the story (myth or bible) that it relates to and see if there are any similarities between the character in the book and the character in the myth.

· Eyes/eye color: often eyes can reveal how a character really feels or they can often represent surveillance. 

· Red: red things can often represent: love, anger, blood, death, evil

· Green: green things can often represent: money, greed, nature, life.

· Blue: blue things can often represent: sadness, loneliness, the ocean/water, calmness, serenity. 

Vocabulary:

· Read one article every day.  You can read any kind of article that you want.  Good articles could come from all different sources: magazines, local newspapers, national newspapers, blogs that you like, etc.

· When you find a word that you don’t know, look it up.  You can keep a list of all the new words you learn and their definitions.  Try to use these words in a conversation that day.  When we use new words it helps us to remember the meanings of them.

· New Vocabulary Words:

· Illustrate what the word means.  The images can help you to remember the word.

· Create little stories about the meaning of the word to help you remember it.  For example: Subsume (verb) – include or absorb something in something else ( a submarine is subsumed in water.  

Identifying Themes: The author wrote this book for lots of reasons.  As a reader, it is your job to figure out what some of those reasons are.  Often times the themes can help us to figure out the author’s intent.  It is always good to know what they author is thinking because we need to understand his or her motivations so that we can create our own meanings.  

· Ask yourself:

· What did the author want me to learn or think about?

· What happened to the main characters by the end of the book?  Did good characters end up happy?  Did bad characters end up unhappy? Etc.

· Did the author use repetition?  What got repeated (ideas, character traits, conflicts etc)?  Why do you think this repetition occurred?

· Did the author use illustrations in this work?  What meaning did the illustrations add to the story?

· Themes: are important ideas that occur throughout the book.

· Examples of a theme: power, patriotism, loss

· Themes are not morals.  This is not a theme: Live every day like it is your last 

· If this is a message of the book, its theme might be something like – perseverance.   

Remember:

· The more you read, the better you will be at reading. 

· It is okay to get frustrated.  If you are struggling so much that you cannot get through a passage, stop, take a deep breath, and start that passage over again.  If you find yourself struggling with a whole chapter, stop, take a break or do some other homework.  When you come back to that chapter you will be fresh and ready to tackle it.

· Don’t be afraid to look up words you do not understand.  I am getting my Ph.D (meaning I have had almost 7 years of college) and I look up words every single time I read.  I love this part of reading because it helps me to build a stronger vocabulary.  

· Don’t be afraid to ask questions about the reading.  If you write down those questions while you are talking to the text, it will be easy to remember what you struggled with and get answers.

· You can practice talking to the text and inference making when you are watching TV or a movie.  You can write down what you think, or just think it in your head.  Sit down with your mom and watch your favorite show.  During the commercials you can talk to her about what you liked or didn’t like, what you think the characters are thinking and feeling, what is confusing, what is strange etc.

