Summerbridge Literature Department Curriculum
Program Overview:
The Summerbridge literature program at Moravian Academy integrates all the reading and speaking skills that students will need to be successful on the standardized state and national assessments (PSSA, PSAT, ACT, and SAT exams) as well as on district and classroom level assessments.  The literature component of the Summerbridge program emphasizes reading one novel for comprehension, analyzing one novel for literal and figurative meaning, and recognizing the importance of narrative devices in order to create an effective novel.  Our program goal is to have students achieve high academic standards in reading and comprehending the piece of literature, analyzing the piece for meaning, and recognizing the key narrative elements and their effect in a novel.

Objectives of the Literature Department Instructors:


- to foster a love of literature and reading


- teach students to analyze a piece of literature


- improve your students’ grasp of literary concepts

Pennsylvania's General Performance Level Descriptors
Advanced
The Advanced Level reflects superior academic performance. Advanced work indicates an in-depth understanding and exemplary display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards.

Proficient
The Proficient Level reflects satisfactory academic performance. Proficient work indicates a solid understanding and adequate display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards.

Basic
The Basic Level reflects marginal academic performance. Basic work indicates a partial understanding and limited display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards. This work is approaching satisfactory performance, but has not been reached.   There is a need for additional instructional opportunities and/or increased student academic commitment to achieve the Proficient Level.

Below Basic
The Below Basic Level reflects inadequate academic performance.   Below Basic work indicates little understanding and minimal display of the skills included in the Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards. There is a major need for additional instructional opportunities and/or increased student academic commitment to achieve the Proficient Level.

Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Addressed through the writing curriculum:

1.1  Learning to read independently

B. Identify and use common organizational structures to comprehend information.


C. Use root words as well as context clues to understand  specialized vocabulary 


D. Identify basic facts and ideas in text using specific strategies 


G.  Demonstrate after reading understanding and interpretation of text



- Make, and support with evidence, assertions about texts.



- Compare and contrast texts using themes, settings, characters and ideas.




- Make extensions to related ideas, topics or information.



- Describe the context of a document.


H. Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in reading.

1.3 Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

A. Read and understand works of literature.


B. Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, setting, 

                 plot, theme, point of view, tone and style


C. Analyze the effectiveness of the author’s use of literary devices

1.6 Speaking and Listening

A. Listen to others.


B. Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations.


C. Contribute to discussions.


D. Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations.

Literature Department Curriculum Guide:
There is no weekly guide. You should cover the literary topics below as they relate to the novel the class is reading.  The pace of your class should be determined by the length of the novel.  However, even though you are given some flexibility in planning your class, you will be expected to follow this curriculum guide closely.  It is YOUR responsibility to address all of this content in your classes.
Items marked with a (P) are portfolio items.  You must provide an example of student work that addresses these concepts (for each student).  The example (homework, in class work, group work, etc.) will then be placed in the students’ portfolios.  This will be discussed in more detail during orientation week. 

The following literary concepts should be covered through the six weeks when appropriate.

1.
(P)plot

2.
(P)setting

3.
(P)characterization

4.
(P)point of view

5.
(P)central themes

6.
conflict and conflict resolution

7.
(P)analysis
