NAME______________________________
Summerbridge Literature Skills Post-Test 2010

Literature Section

Please fill in the following blanks by using the words in the word bank. (2 points each)

Climax



Falling Action



Introduction

Resolution


Plot




Rising Action

1. The ____________________ contains the events that bring the story to a resolution.

2. The ____________________ is the action or events of a story.  It is made up of 5 different parts.

3. The __________________ is the highest point or turning point in the story where the events of the rising action come together and the conflicts are confronted.

4. The __________________ explains the background. We encounter the characters and the setting for the first time in this part of the story.

5. The ____________________ is the ending of a story. 

6. The ___________________ is the main part of the story during which the various conflicts arise.

DIRECTIONS: Please use the narrative below to answer the following questions. (Each question is worth 2 points)

Our part of District 12 is usually crawling with coal miners heading out to the morning shift at this hour.  Men and women with hunched shoulders, swollen knuckles, many who have long since stopped trying to scrub the coal dust out of their broken nails, the lines of their sunken faces.  But today the black cinder streets are empty.  Shutters on the squat gray houses are closed.  The reaping isn’t until two.  May as well sleep in.  If you can.


Our house is almost at the edge of the Seam.  I only have to pass a few gates to reach the scruffy field called the Meadow.  Separating the Meadow from the woods, in fact enclosing all of District 12, is a high chain-link fence topped with barbed-wire loops.  In theory, it’s supposed to be electrified twenty-four hours a day as a deterrent to the predators that live in the woods – packs of wild dogs, lone cougars, bears – that used to threaten our streets.  But since we’re lucky to get two or three hours of electricity in the evenings, it’s usually safe to touch.  Even so, I always take a moment to listen carefully for the hum that means the fence is live.  Right now, it’s silent as a stone.  Concealed by a clump of bushes, I flatten out on my belly and slide under a two-foot stretch that’s been loose for years.  There are several other weak spots in the fence, but this one is so close to home I almost always enter the woods here. 


Even tough trespassing in the woods is illegal and poaching carries the severest of penalties, more people would risk it if they had weapons.  But most are not bold enough to venture out with just a knife.  My bow is a rarity, crafted by my father along with a few others that I keep well hidden in the woods, carefully wrapped in waterproof covers.  My father could have made good money selling them, but if the officials found out he would have been publicly executed for inciting a rebellion.  Most of the Peacekeepers turn a blind eye to the few of us who hunt because they’re as hungry for fresh meat as anybody is.  In fact, they’re among our best customers.  But the idea that someone might be arming the Seam would never have been allowed.  


In the fall, a few brave souls sneak into the woods to harvest apples.  But always in sight of the Meadow.  Always close enough to run back to the safety of District 12 if trouble arises.  “District Twelve.  Where you can starve to death in safety,” I mutter.  Then I glance quickly over my shoulder.  Even here, even in the middle of nowhere, I worry someone might overhear me.” 

Answer the following questions.
1. What Point of View is this story written in?

2. What is the setting of this story?

3. Give the definition of the term theme.

4. Using your knowledge of theme, what is the best theme for this story? Circle your answer from the list below.

a. Weapons are rare

b. Protection

c. Coal Miners

d.   Men and women

5. List three personality traits of the protagonist.

6. Why is the fence that encloses District 12 supposed to be electrified twenty-four hours a day?

7. Why does the protagonist go out into the woods?

8. Make an inference about the “someone” the protagonist mentions in the last line.  

a. Who could that “someone” be? 

b. What is one clue that helped you to answer question a.?

9. Make a 1-2 sentence prediction about what might happen next.  

10. This story is a passage from a book.  Identify one type of conflict that takes place in this story or is likely to take place immediately following this story in the book.  Explain your answer using evidence from the story. 

Character vs. _____________

Evidence:

