Stephanie Palmieri

7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

Artemis Fowl

Lesson 2: Tuesday 6/21/11

45 mins

Unit Title:
Artemis Fowl

Lesson Title:
Inference Making

Objectives:

1. Students will identify clues that help them to make inferences about what characters are thinking and feeling. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

2. Students will, using inferences, identify and interpret causes for a character’s mood. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]
Instructional Procedure

1. Warm Up: (7 mins)

a. Word Wall

i. Take out your words and share the definitions and illustrations with a partner

ii. We will come together and have volunteers share

a. Ask class if they think it is a positive or negative word (thumbs up, down, or in the middle for unsure)

b. Have student explain and show illustration.

iii. Students will put their words/illustrations/definitions on the word wall under the appropriate category (positive, negative, in between)

2. Inference Making (3 mins)

a. What is an inference?  Clue: an inference is like an educated guess. 

i. Inferences are based on clues: we must be detectives when we are reading.

ii. What kinds of clues do you think we might need to look for if we were trying to figure out a person’s mood or emotions?

a. Facial features

b. Body language

c. Clothing

d. Accessories 

e. Tone of voice

f. Color/symbols

iii. We will be learning how to make inferences and we will be using this skill all summer to understand the characters in the book and the themes of the book.  We already started to do some inference making yesterday when we were using context clues to figure out the meanings of new vocab words.  

3. Character Activity: (12 mins)

a. Instructions

i. Give students a sheet with 6 different characters on it.  

ii. Ask students to identify the possible emotion(s) that the character is expressing.  Also, ask students to write in what the character might be saying in the speech bubble.
iii. Ask students to indicate the physical clue(s) that helped them to understand the emotion
b. Questions:

i. Go through the characters and discuss possible choices: note (just like when reading) there might be different interpretations, but that different interpretations can still be correct as long as there is evidence.

ii. What kinds of things did you look for when determining the emotion and speech (facial features: eyes, smiles, eyebrows; accessories, hand/arms, clothing, color)

a. Color ( what does red symbolize in these pictures?  What else can it symbolize

b. What does green symbolize here?  What else might it symbolize?

c. What does yellow symbolize here?  What else might it symbolize?

4. Inference Worksheet (15)
a. I will read the first passage aloud

b. Students will answer the questions individually and we will briefly discuss their answers.

c. I will read the full passage and students will answer the next set of questions individually.

d. How does having more information change the mood of the passage and what we think Artemis might be thinking or feeling?  

i. Why is it important to pay attention to clues (descriptions of character’s reactions, their thoughts, speech, expressions etc)?  

5. Video Clip: (5 mins)

a. I will show students a video clip Modern Family without sound (56 sec-end).  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziVNEKjm4H4)

b. Students will be instructed to look for clues that indicate the way Cam and Mitchell are feeling.  What are the clues you used to figure out what they are feeling?
c. I will play this clip again with sound to see if our inferences are correct.

6. Wrap Up: (3 mins)

a. What is an inference?

b. What kinds of clues can we look for when we are reading that will indicate what the characters are really thinking and feeling?

c. Why might it be important to know what characters are thinking and feeling, especially when they do not tell us as readers directly?

7. Homework:

a. Read the back cover and prologue of Artemis Fowl. 

i. Write down at least two facts and two inferences for each category. 

Assessment:

1. Inference warm up discussion

2. Character activity

3. Artemis passage worksheet

4. Video clip ( http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziVNEKjm4H4
Materials:

1. Character worksheet

2. Inference worksheet

3. Video clip/Smartboard

4. Homework

a.  Prologue/back cover

b. Facts/Inferences sheet

[image: image1.png]8v2650 1/wovjouedi)

)



[image: image2.png]06.27.08
Dy -PiXAR



[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]




Inference Making: Artemis Fowl Passage

“Artemis’s heart thumped like a snare drum in his chest.  He could wait no longer.  Artemis burst through the double doors” (p. 116)    

1. What might Artemis be feeling in this moment?  How do you know?

2. What might be on the other side of the doors?

Now lets look at the full passage.  How does having more information change the way we understand the situation and what the character might be thinking and feeling?

“He hesitated at the door.  What would he say if it was his father miraculously returned? What would he do?  It was ridiculous dithering about it.  Impossible to predict. “Mother? Are you all right?”  Muffled voices from within.  “Mother.  I’m coming in.”  Artemis’s heart thumped like a snare drum in his chest.  He could wait no longer.  Artemis burst through the double doors” (pg. 115-116).    

3. What might he be feeling when he hesitates at the door?  How do you know?

4. Using context clues, what do you think the word dithering means? 

5. What might Artemis expect to find inside the room when his heart is beating like a drum?

6. What inferences can we make about Artemis’s father after reading this passage?

7. What inferences can we make about Artemis’s mother after reading this passage?

Back of book description:

WHO IS ARTEMIS FOWL?

A genius

A criminal mastermind.

A millionaire.

And he is only twelve years old.  

Yet, as crafty as he is, Artemis may have met

His match in Captain Holly Short, 

An elf from the LEPrecon Special Forces,

When he plots to steal the richest 

Treasure the world has ever known

- the timeless treasure of the fairies!

Prologue

How does one describe Artemis Fowl?  Various psychiatrists have tried and failed.  The main problem is Artemis’s own intelligence.  He bamboozles every test thrown at him.  He has puzzled the greatest medical minds, and sent many of them gibbering to their own hospitals.

There is no doubt that Artemis is a child prodigy.  But why does someone of such brilliance dedicate himself to criminal activities?  This is a question that can be answered by only one person.  And he delights in not talking. 

Perhaps the best way to create an accurate picture of Artemis is to tell the by now famous account of his first villainous venture.  I have put together this report from firsthand interviews with the victims, and as the tale unfolds, you will realize that this was not easy. 

The story began several years ago at the dawn of the twenty-first century.  Artemis Fowl had devised a plan to restore his family’s fortune.  A plan that could topple civilizations and plunge the planet into a cross-species war. 

He was twelve years old at the time…

Facts and Inferences

Directions: Write down at least TWO items in each box.
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