Stephanie Palmieri

7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

The Giver

Lesson 2: (6/22/10)

Unit Title:

The Giver

Lesson Title:

Inferences
Objectives:

1. Students will identify clues that help them to make inferences about what characters are thinking and feeling. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

2. Students will, using inferences, identify and interpret causes for a character’s mood. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]
Instructional Procedure:
1. Warm Up: (3 mins)

a. What is an inference?  Clue: an inference is like an educated guess. 

i. Inferences are based on clues: we must be detectives when we are reading.

ii. What kinds of clues do you think we might need to look for if we were trying to figure out a person’s mood or emotions?

a. Facial features

b. Body language

c. Clothing

d. Accessories 

e. Tone of voice

iii. We will be learning how to make inferences and we will be using this skill all summer to understand the characters in the book and the themes of the book.

2. Emoticon Activity: (15 mins)

a. Instructions

i. Give students a sheet with different emoticons on it.  

ii. Ask students to identify the possible emotion(s) that the emoticon is expressing.
iii. Ask students to indicate the physical clue(s) that helped them to understand the emotion
b. Questions:

i. Go through some of the emoticons and discuss possible choices: note (just like when reading) there might be different interpretations, but that different interpretations can still be correct as long as there is evidence.

ii. What kinds of things did you look for when determining the emotion (facial features: eyes, smiles, eyebrows; accessories, hand/arms, clothing, color)

3. Inference Worksheet:  Think/Pair/Share (20)
a. Have students work alone

b. Students will get into pairs

c. We will share answers aloud as a class

d. How do our inferences change when we take out or change parts of the sentence/context:

i. Example: number 4, if we took out the first part of the sentence

4. Video Clip: (5 mins)

a. I will show students a video clip Glee without sound.  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOfldTCGzas&feature=related)

b. Students will be instructed to look for clues that indicate the way Mercedes is feeling

c. I will play this clip again with sound to see if our inferences are correct.

5. Wrap Up: (2 mins)

a. What is an inference?

b. What kinds of clues can we look for when we are reading that will indicate what the characters are really thinking and feeling?

c. Why might it be important to know what characters are thinking and feeling, especially when they do not tell us as readers directly?

6. Homework:

a. Memories/Summerbridge worksheet

Assessment:

1. Inference warm up discussion

2. Emoticon activity

3. Inference worksheet

4. Video clip

Materials:

3. Emoticon worksheet

4. Inference worksheet

5. Video clip/Smartboard

6. Homework worksheet
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Inferences
Directions:

· Read each sentence.  
· Answer the questions below each sentence.  

· Make inferences about the mood of the character in each sentence and about why they might be feeling the way that they do.  
· Underline the clue or clues in each sentence that helped you to make your inferences.  
1. Susie stomped up the stairs, slammed her door, threw herself down on her bed and began to cry.

a. What emotion or emotions could Susie be feeling?

b. What is one reason why she might be feeling this way?

2. John sprinted home as quickly as he could.  When he got there he ran into the house, high fived his sister and gave her a big hug.

a. What emotion or emotions could John be feeling?

b. What might his sister have done in order to make John react in this way?

3. The dog, trapped inside the house, barked so loud it shook the window he was staring out of. 

a. What emotion or emotions could the dog be feeling?

b. What could he be looking at outside that made him react in this way?

4. After scoring the winning goal Shannon jumped up in the air, threw her hands over her head and ran around the field screaming.

a. What emotion or emotions is Shannon feeling?

b.  What sport could she be playing?
