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Inference Making: Artemis Fowl Passage

“Artemis’s heart thumped like a snare drum in his chest.  He could wait no longer.  Artemis burst through the double doors” (p. 116)    

1. What might Artemis be feeling in this moment?  How do you know?

2. What might be on the other side of the doors?

Now lets look at the full passage.  How does having more information change the way we understand the situation and what the character might be thinking and feeling?

“He hesitated at the door.  What would he say if it was his father miraculously returned? What would he do?  It was ridiculous dithering about it.  Impossible to predict. “Mother? Are you all right?”  Muffled voices from within.  “Mother.  I’m coming in.”  Artemis’s heart thumped like a snare drum in his chest.  He could wait no longer.  Artemis burst through the double doors” (pg. 115-116).    

3. What might he be feeling when he hesitates at the door?  How do you know?

4. Using context clues, what do you think the word dithering means? 

5. What might Artemis expect to find inside the room when his heart is beating like a drum?

6. What inferences can we make about Artemis’s father after reading this passage?

7. What inferences can we make about Artemis’s mother after reading this passage?

Back of book description:

WHO IS ARTEMIS FOWL?

A genius

A criminal mastermind.

A millionaire.

And he is only twelve years old.  

Yet, as crafty as he is, Artemis may have met

His match in Captain Holly Short, 

An elf from the LEPrecon Special Forces,

When he plots to steal the richest 

Treasure the world has ever known

- the timeless treasure of the fairies!

Prologue

How does one describe Artemis Fowl?  Various psychiatrists have tried and failed.  The main problem is Artemis’s own intelligence.  He bamboozles every test thrown at him.  He has puzzled the greatest medical minds, and sent many of them gibbering to their own hospitals.

There is no doubt that Artemis is a child prodigy.  But why does someone of such brilliance dedicate himself to criminal activities?  This is a question that can be answered by only one person.  And he delights in not talking. 

Perhaps the best way to create an accurate picture of Artemis is to tell the by now famous account of his first villainous venture.  I have put together this report from firsthand interviews with the victims, and as the tale unfolds, you will realize that this was not easy. 

The story began several years ago at the dawn of the twenty-first century.  Artemis Fowl had devised a plan to restore his family’s fortune.  A plan that could topple civilizations and plunge the planet into a cross-species war. 

He was twelve years old at the time…

Facts and Inferences

Directions: Write down at least TWO items in each box.
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