Stephanie Palmieri
7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

Hatchet

Lesson 24: (7/27/09)

Unit Title:

Hatchet

Lesson Title: 

Plot: Introduction

Objectives:

1. Students will identify Brian’s character traits at the beginning and end of the book and compare and contrast those traits. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

2. Students will identify facts, characters, conflicts, setting, author’s writing style and inferences in Hatchet’s introduction. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm up: (10 mins)

a. At this point in the novel we have seen Brian grow and change. 

b. Students will pick two adjectives to describe Brian at the beginning of the novel and provide support/justification.

c. Students will pick two adjectives to describe Brian now (end of chapter 15) and provide support/justification.

d. Students will share with a partner/share aloud.

i. What were some of the reasons that Brian changed?  What specific events/actions/catalysts created this change in Brian?

1. Plane not seeing him

2. First meat

3. Self pity doesn’t work

4. Finding berries/eggs

ii. How is Brian different now from who he was at the beginning of the book?

2. Plot Introduction: (10 mins)

a. Introduction, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution

b. Students will receive a worksheet that contains definitions for each of these words and for plot itself.

c. I will read aloud

d. I will prompt students to fill in information about setting/conflict

i. What three elements is setting made up of (time/place/mood)

1. What is one example of setting in Hatchet?

ii. What is the definition of “conflict”

iii. What are the four types of conflicts we discussed in class? (character vs. character, nature, society, self)

1. Can you think of an example of a conflict in Hatchet?  What type of conflict is it?  What are the clues?

3. Introduction: (20 mins)

a. Students will receive a copy of pages one-three of the book

b. I will read this selection aloud

c. Students will be instructed to go back and reread this passage silently and underline/highlight all of the facts in this passage.

d. Students will complete Introduction Information chart (see attached) individually

e. We will create a chart as a class on the board.

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)

a. Why might it be important to pay careful attention to introduction?

b. What kinds of information did we learn from this introduction?

c. How might knowing this information help us to understand the book while we are reading?

5. Homework:

a. Read chapter 16

b. Using post it notes, mark the major events that take place in this chapter.

Evaluation Procedures:

1. Warm Up activity

2. Intro definitions examples

3. Introduction worksheet: individual/class share

4. Wrap up questions

Materials:

1. Plot intro worksheet

2. Introduction Information Worksheet

3. Board

PLOT: Action or events of a story.  The plot is made up of 5 different parts.

1. Introduction: explains the background of the story.  We usually encounter the characters and the setting for the first time in this part of the story.
a. Setting:

2. Rising Action: The main part of the story during which the various conflicts arise.

a. Conflict:

3. Climax: The highest point or turning point in the story where the events of the rising action come together and the conflicts are confronted.  

4. Falling Action: Contains the events that bring the story to a resolution.

5. Resolution: The ending of the story.  Major conflicts may or may not be resolved.

Introduction Information:

The intro often provides us with a lot of information.  It is important to take note of all of the facts provided and to make inferences based on those facts.

1. List all of the characters we meet in this introduction in the chart below:

	Character
	Facts about character
	Inferences about character’s personality

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	


2. Describe the setting or settings discussed in this passage.

3. Identify any conflicts that are introduced in this passage.

Conflict:






Type of Conflict:

1.



2.

4. How would you describe the author’s writing style based on this first passage?   

5. List any other facts that we know or infer based on this passage:
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Hatchet

Lesson 25: (7/28/09)

Unit Title:

Hatchet

Lesson Title: 

Plot

Objectives:

1. Students will identify major plot points in chapter 16 and place them in the appropriate place on the plot diagram. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application]

2. Students will create a survival pack for Brian based on what they know about his character. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (15 mins)

a. Students will take out books and post its with major events in chapter 16.

b. Students will receive a plot diagram.

i. Students will fill in the diagram using the points that they identified as being major events in chapter 16.

ii. Students will work in pairs to complete this diagram. (students can place post its right on the paper and fill in anything additional by writing it in.)

iii. We will plot this diagram on the board as a class.

c. Climax: Brian: “I might be hit, but I’m not done”

i. Why is this the climax/turning point?  

ii. What changes?  How is Brian different?  

2. Read Aloud: (10 mins)

a. I will read the first part of chapter 17 aloud (first 3 pages).

b. Predictions: What will happen next?  Will Brain get inside the plane?  What might be in the pack if he gets there?

3. Brian’s Survival Kit: (15 mins)

a. In the passage I am reading aloud Brain is thinking about how he can get to the survival pack in the plane.

i. Knowing what he knows now, what would Brian pack in his survival kit

1. What words would you use to describe Brian?

2. Think about the glog you created for Brian.  How did you separate yourself from Brian’s chracter?

ii. Students will select 10 items that Brian would pick and provide justification as to why he would pack those items(how do you know?)

b. Students will share in partners

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)

a. We will create Brian’s ultimate survival pack list as a class on the board.

5. Homework:

a. Finish chapter 17

b. Write a paragraph in the first person as Brian (journal entry). Using what you know about Brian, write about what you would do if you made it into the plane.  What would you think/feel if you encountered the pilot?  What would you do with the supplies

Evaluation Procedures:

1. Homework post its

2. Plot diagram for chapter 16

3. Brian’s survival kit

Materials:

1. Plot diagram

2. Book

3. Brian’s Survival Pack Worksheet

PLOT DIAGRAM:

Chapter 16

	Item
	Why would he bring it?
	How do you know?
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Hatchet

Lesson 26: (7/29/09)

Unit Title:

Hatchet

Lesson Title: 

Theme

Objectives:

1. Students will identify messages that the author wants us to know by interpreting the protagonist’s experiences. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

2. Students will create a list of Brian’s top five rules of survival. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis]

3. Students will apply prior knowledge to create the tallest structure they can out of the materials provided. [Application, Analysis, Synthesis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (5 mins)

a. Take out homework

b. Students will share their writing with a partner

c. Share with the class

2. Theme: (10 mins)

a. Main idea of a book/story

i. We want to identify what the characters (especially the protagonist) has learned.

ii. We want to identify what the author might want us to know after reading.

1. How can we figure out what the author wants us to know?  How can we tell what he or she thinks is important?  What clues can point us in the right direction?

a. Change in character behavior (whether for better or worse)

b. Is the character one we identify and sympathize with can’t understand and dislike?

c. Repetition/writing style: important images and words highlighted through language/page setup etc

d. Situations he puts protagonist and other characters in.

b. Brian’s Rules: (15 mins)

i. Individually students will brainstorm a list of things that Brian has learned throughout the book.

ii. What would Brian’s top five rules of survival be?

1. Feeling sorry for yourself doesn’t work

2. In nature, food is everything and the only thing.  It drives all desires.

3. “You are your most valuable asset.  You are the best thing you have”

4. Faith is important and will pull you through difficult times.

5. We cannot control anything except our own attitudes.

c. We will compile a list as a class on the board.

3. Straw Survival: (10 mins)

a. Students will be redoing an activity that we did during the first week/pre reading phase of the book.  Much like Brian they have learned a lot in the past weeks.  Using the rules/themes they just identified and their knowledge of how to bend the rules and use all the resources available to them, students will rebuild their straw survival structure.

i. Students will be given their structure from last time as a base.

ii. Students must work alone for this first 10 mins.

iii. Students will be given addition supplies (bundle of straws and tape)

iv. Students must build structure in a place that will not disrupt other classes (aka on the outskirts of the room)

b. Rules:

i. Build the tallest structure that you can

ii. You must use the materials I gave you

iii. The structure must be freestanding. (when you walk away, it does not fall over)

4. Wrap Up:

a. Go over homework, which deals with the completion of straw survival.

5. Homework: 

a. Read chapter 18

b. You can select one item to bring in for straw survival. (Students should actually bring this item to class)

i. List all the ways you could use that item to help you in straw survival

ii. How could you combine your items and design with a partner?

Evaluation Procedures:

1. Warm Up: homework share

2. Theme discussion questions

3. Brian’s rules

4. Straw survival

Materials:

1. Brian’s top 5 survival rules worksheet

2. Straw Survival homework

3. Straws

4. Tape

5. Rules of side board

Brian’s Top 5 Survival Rules:

Straw Survival:

1. Brainstorm a list of at least 5 items you might bring in:

2. Pick only one of the items above and bring it to class.  Write the item below:

3. Brainstorm a list of at least 5 different ways you could use that item.

4. How might you combine your item with other items students might bring in?

Stephanie Palmieri
7th/8th Grade Language Arts: Summerbridge

Hatchet

Lesson 27: (7/30/09)

Unit Title:

Hatchet

Lesson Title: 

Theme: Straw Survival

Objectives:

1. Students will create the tallest structure they can with the materials I give them by utilizing an item they selected from home, a partner, the room’s resources, and the lessons the protagonist has learned in the book. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis]

2. Students will appraise and explain their experiences and strategies. [Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

3. Students will compare and contrast their two different straw survival experiences. Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Warm Up: (10  mins)

a. I will put students in partners

b. They will have 5-7 minutes to share the item they brought and strategize for straw survival with their partner.

i. Refer back to homework brainstorming

ii. What is your plan?  

iii. How will you utilize the items that you have access to in order to create the tallest structure that you and your partner can?

iv. If you end up alone due to numbers, what will you need to survive, and to beat the people in partners?

2. Straw Survival: (15 mins)

a. Students (in their pairs) will have 15 minutes to create their structure.

b. Same rules apply from yesterday

3. Reflection – Theme: (15 mins)

a. Students will have a worksheet of reflection questions that they will work on individually.

b. We will go through some of these questions as a class touching most heavily on the following ideas:

i. What was different  about how you viewed this assignment?

ii. What did you know now that you did not know or recognize before?

iii. How did Brian’s experiences change the way you viewed this assignment or the attitude you approached it with?

4. Wrap Up: (5 mins)

a. Based on what we know about Brian and on your straw survival experiences (last time and this time) what message(s) do you think the author wants us to take away from the book?

i. How did reading the book help you to grow/change?

5. Homework: 

a. Read chapter 19

Evaluation Procedures:

1. Warm Up strategy session

2. Straw survival

3. Reflection individual work/class share

Materials:

1. Rules on sideboard

2. Reflection questions

STRAW SURVIVAL

1. When you were building this time around what strategies did you use? What strategies did you and your partner use?

2. What item did you bring in?  Why did you bring it?  How and why was it helpful?

3. What information did you know this time that you did not last time?  How did that information help you to build a taller structure?

4. How did you feel last time?

5. How did you feel this time?

6. How was your experience (both times) similar to Brian?
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Hatchet

Lesson 28: (7/31/09)

Unit Title:

Hatchet

Lesson Title: 

Wrap Up

Objectives:

1. Students will predict a major conflict in the next book of the Hatchet series. [Comprehension, Application, Analysis]

Instructional Procedure:

1. Read aloud: (7 mins)

a. I will read the epilogue (last few pages) aloud

i. I want to bring the book full circle.  I read the first chapter aloud to the class and will do the same for the last.

2. The River: (7 mins)

a. I will introduce the next book in the Hatchet series by reading an excerpt from this book aloud.

i. http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780385303880&view=excerpt
ii. Predict one conflict that might occur in Brian’s second adventure

3. Evaluation: (6 mins)

a. Students will complete an evaluation of my teaching.

Evaluation Procedures:

1. Book predictions

2. Teacher evaluation

Materials:

1. Book

2. The River excerpt

3. Teacher Evaluation

Name (Optional)_________________________

Evaluation

1. What was your favorite activity or lesson?  Why did you like that activity or lesson?  

2. What was your least favorite activity or lesson?  What would you change about it and why would you make those changes? 

3. Tell me one new thing that you learned while I was teaching.  How did I help you to understand this idea?

4. Is there anything else you want me to know?  Comments:

Falling Action





Rising Action





Resolution





Introduction





Climax











