Life Map:

1. Brainstorm a list of 7-10 important events in your life from as far back as you can remember until the present.  Remember, an important event could be big or small.  

2. On a separate piece of paper, create a life map, like the one in the example in Write Source 2000 on page 34.  Illustrate each of the events you brainstormed and put them in chronological order (the order that the events happened).

3. Select one of these events.  In 4-5 sentences, explain why this event is important to you.  What did you learn?  What would you do differently, if anything? 

4. Select a different event.  Create a web diagram for this event.  Make the event the center bubble, and make the first five main offshoots: touch, sight, sound, smell, taste.  

5. Write a poem about this event OR write a descriptive paragraph about this event.  Appeal to your reader’s senses by talking about touch, the sights, sounds, smells, and tastes of that event.

Types of Paragraphs

The attached document explains four different types of paragraphs: descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive.  Read all of the questions below and follow the instructions.

1. Descriptive: 
a. Read the descriptive paragraph.  Using your inference making skills, choose three adjectives that describe Mr. Brown?

b. Underline the words and phrases in this paragraph that provide the proof to support your inferences about Mr. Brown’s personality.

2. Narrative:
a. Underline the details in this paragraph that help you to know Mr. Brown is angry.

b. Write a narrative paragraph from Jeremy or Kerry’s point of view.

3. Expository:
a. Pick one game that you play in your gym class at school or here at Summerbridge.  Write an expository paragraph explaining how that game is played.  

4. Persuasive:

a. What is the speaker trying to persuade the reader to believe about Mr. Brown?

b. Underline the examples the speaker uses.

c. Pick your favorite teacher.  Write a persuasive paragraph that convinces your reader that this teacher is a great.

Writing Techniques:

1. Read the attached document.  

2. Put a star next to the techniques that you are familiar with or have heard of before.

3. Write a 2-paragraph short story about your bus or car ride to Summerbridge this morning.  

a. Use one of the techniques you already know in one paragraph.  

b. Use one technique you are just discovering in the other paragraph.   

Writing Terms

1. Read the attached document.

2. Put a star next to the terms you are already familiar with or have heard of before.

3. Pick two of these terms.

a. How does the author of The Giver, Lois Lowry, use each of these two terms in her writing?  Find a specific place in the book that supports your argument.  

b. Example:  Sensory details: Lowry appeals to the reader’s sense of touch, sight, and smell when Jonas describes what it is like when he enters the bathing room in the House of the Old.  Lowry writes, “He entered the bathing room with its warm moist air and scent of cleansing lotions” (29). 

Term 1: ____________

Term 2:_____________

In my example, what do you notice about the way I cited the quote I took directly out of the book on page 29?  

Go back and look at your answers.  Did you cite the text in the same way, with the same kinds or punctuation, in the same order?  If not, go back and edit your citation.    

Free Write: Stream of Consciousness

1. Using your inference making skills, define “stream of consciousness.”

Was your inference correct?  Stream of consciousness writing is when you write whatever is in your brain for a set period of time.  The ideas in your brain flow like a stream onto the page in the form of sentences.  It doesn’t matter if the ideas in each sentence connect to each other, just write, without stopping for a set period of time.  Stream of consciousness writing is a lot like writing a personal journal. 

2.  Go back into The Giver.  Reread the last page you have read most recently.  After reading, do stream of consciousness writing for 3 minutes.

3. What idea did you start talking about?

4. What idea did you end up talking about by the end of your writing?

5. Draw a web diagram that charts your thought process.  Create this diagram from left (idea you started with) to right (idea you ended with). 

6. Do you think that Jonas would like this style of writing?  Why or why not?  Support your argument with proof from the text. (3-5 sentences)

