








Essay Writing Guide

Intro Paragraph:

· Hook (broad)

· Intro the problem or issue

· Could be a question, shocking statistics, a bold claim or statement, a relevant quote etc.

· Why should I read this paper?  

· When a reader reads this line is he or she excited or bored?

· Main Ideas
· Important concepts or ideas discussed in the paper are explained in broad terms

· Introduce any conflicts or important characters/people/companies – use specific names and spell out all terms you will later abbreviate

· Thesis (specific)

· Compile a list of key words ( the main ideas and the most important concepts from the paper.  

· What do you want the reader to remember when they put your paper down?  

· I am arguing that…

· Outline for your reader

Body Paragraphs:

· Topic Sentence

· Main idea of the paragraph ( what is this paragraph about?

· Relates back to the thesis.

· Every paragraph after the first should have some kind of transition word like:

· Also, although, in contrast, similarly, in addition to, despite, etc.

· Meat

· Explain how this main idea works

· Why is this idea important or significant

· Provide an example of this idea and its importance

· Apply an idea or concept to a specific situation

· Support your claim with textual evidence.

· Intro the quote - Smith said, “quote” (p. 10).

· Explain the significance of the quote

· Closing Sentence

· Sum up the paragraph

Conclusion:

· Reword and restate the thesis (specific)

· Main ideas
· Summarize the main points – more specific than in the intro because you have provided insight to these ideas in the paper.

· Provide additional insight ( answer the so what question

· Take home message (broad)

· Leave the reader with something to ponder ( a big picture idea

Paragraph Structure
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Topic Sentence:
· Main idea of the paragraph
· Connects back to thesis
· Connects in some way to idea that came before it. 
Paragraph Structure:
· Starts with a topic sentence.

· Should be about 5-8 sentences long.

· Sentences should be no longer than 4 lines.

· Mix up sentence length.

· Stay focused

· Make a point

· Support your claim with examples and textual evidence.

· All quotes introduced, contextualized, and cited.

Transition words:
· Although
· In addition to
· In contrast to
· Similarly
· While
· Despite 
· Not only
Common mistakes – elements to think about

· Singular vs. plural – a person/they
· Homonyms
· Contractions 
· This _____

· Referring to a person by name

· Revision vs. editing

· Colloquial language

· You 

· Semi colons vs. commas vs. colons

· Who vs. which vs. that

Analysis

What is the point of analysis?

· Identify the surface level messages then…

· Dig deeper – identify the messages embedded in the text 

· Determine the significance of those messages

· Determine the possible outcomes or implications of those messages

· Use your analysis to craft a clear, concise, compelling argument

	Reading
	Highlight/take notes while you read

Mark anything you find strange, unusual, odd, interesting, confusing, etc.

Talk to the text: record comments, questions, predictions, connections

Keep an eye out for: references to colors, religious language, military/war language, action words, descriptions, tone



	What is the author saying on the surface?
	Summarize the text:

What is the main argument?

Who or what are the major players?

What are the relevant details?

What is the intended message/dominant reading?



	Identify the author’s motivations
	Who or what produced this text?

Why did he/she/it produce this text?



	Close Reading
	What elements of the text enabled you to summarize the text?

What clues helped you to know the author’s intended message?

Take those elements out of context and determine all possible meanings, connotations, and associated images or ideas.



	Craft an Argument
	Review the prompt for the assignment

Identify the purpose of the paper you are writing

Determine what stance you are taking

Use the clues from the close reading to support your point

Select relevant outside sources to validate your claim

Select relevant examples to illustrate your claim.
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1. My dog runs fast.





2. He runs fast because he eats meat





3. Meat contains a lot of protein.





4. Protein builds strong muscles.





5. Strong muscles help my dog to run fast.





1. My dog runs fast.
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3. Meat contains a lot of protein.
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Sentence 1 and sentence 3 cannot appear back to back.  They do not make sense together. The connection may make sense in your head. However, without sentence 2, the reader will get lost.





Introduction





Conclusion





Hook – Broad - Intro the problem or issue being addressed in the paper.  





Main Ideas – Concepts and terms, big ideas being addressed, name place and date specifics.  





Thesis – Specific – make a bold claim that includes all of the key terms and ideas addressed in the paper.  





Thesis – Specific – Restate and reword the original thesis   





Body Paragraphs – as many as necessary.  Address each point noted in the thesis in the order they appear in the thesis.  Each paragraph begins with a topic sentence.  





Main Ideas – Sum up the points you discussed and the claims you made.  Provide some concise insight or analysis.      





Take Home Message – Broad – a big picture idea. Something for the reader to ponder.     
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