Topic Sentence: 

Jonas has several traits that qualify him to be the new Receiver of Memory.  

Paragraph:

Jonas is able to understand new information very quickly without being directly instructed.  When Jonas is given his first memory of a sled ride he, “understood instantly that now he was going downhill.  No voice made an explanation.  The experience explained itself to him” (81).  Jonas is able to understand the concepts of snow, a sled, and a hill without every having been told the definition, which indicates that he has good intuition.  As Jonas begins to realize that his community is not as perfect as he once thought, this intuition might prove helpful as he decides what parts of this community he is willing to accept and which parts he is unwilling to accept.  

Jonas’s reaction to not seeing color makes it seem like he is only upset about not seeing color; however, it becomes clear that Jonas is even more upset about the fact that his choice is taken away from him.  When The Giver explains the community’s choice to create “Sameness” Jonas exclaims, “We shouldn’t have!” (95).  The Giver is impressed with Jonas’s ability to draw this conclusion and remarks, “You’ve come very quickly to that conclusion.  It took me many years.  Maybe your wisdom will come much more quickly than mine” (95).  The Giver’s comments to Jonas display how wise Jonas really is, since the Giver is the only person in the community who truly knows what it means to live, to feel happiness and to feel pain.    

Possible topic sentence:

Jonas has several traits that qualify him to be the new Receiver of Memory.  Jonas is able to understand new information very quickly without being directly instructed.  When Jonas is given his first memory of a sled ride he, “understood instantly that now he was going downhill.  No voice made an explanation.  The experience explained itself to him” (81).  Jonas is able to understand the concepts of snow, a sled, and a hill without every having been told the definition, which indicates that he has good intuition.  As Jonas begins to realize that his community is not as perfect as he once thought, this intuition might prove helpful as he decides what parts of this community he is willing to accept and which parts he is unwilling to accept.  
1. Topic sentence

2. Trait

3. Proof that Jonas has that trait

4. What that trait reveals about Jonas’s character

5. How that trait could be helpful to Jonas

One element of his community that Jonas is unwilling to accept is “Sameness.”  Jonas’s reaction to not seeing color makes it seem like he is only upset about not seeing color; however, it becomes clear that Jonas is even more upset about the fact that his choice is taken away from him.  When The Giver explains the community’s choice to create “Sameness” Jonas exclaims, “We shouldn’t have!” (95).  The Giver is impressed with Jonas’s ability to draw this conclusion and remarks, “You’ve come very quickly to that conclusion.  It took me many years.  Maybe your wisdom will come much more quickly than mine” (95).  The Giver’s comments to Jonas display how wise Jonas really is, since the Giver is the only person in the community who truly knows what it means to live, to feel happiness and to feel pain.    

1. Transition and topic sentence

2. My dream job and a trait that qualifies me to do it.

3. Why is this trait important

4. Provide an example of a time when you demonstrated this trait

5. What does this trait show about your personality/character?

Like Jonas’s job, my dream job of becoming a professor requires intuition.  The only quality a professor might need even more than intuition is “with-it-ness.”  Having with-it-ness is almost like having eyes in the back of my head; I am able to see and hear everything that happens in my classroom and I am able to think quickly on my feet.  In the Summerbridge classroom I follow lesson plans; however, I also need to assess what students are saying, which is always unpredictable.  Yesterday Lis made a comment about birthmothers that I wasn’t anticipating, but because it was such a great comment, I readjusted my lesson and ended up using that point in the next class’s discussion.  Having with-it-ness will allow me to be a great professor because it will ensure that my classroom is orderly and that I oversee and direct meaningful discussions during class.   

Compare and contrast:

While both of our jobs require a large degree of intuition as well as creativity, the element that sets Jonas and me apart is education.  Jonas and I were both obligated to go to primary school where we learned basic skills and social functions.  However, while Jonas begins his job training at the age of 12, I have chosen to continue into secondary school and into higher education.  By the time I finish college I will have a bachelors, a masters, and a doctorate degree, and I will have attended an institution of higher education for ten years.  While this educational training might seem excessive to someone like Jonas, it is the perfect fit for me.  Not only will these advanced degrees provided me with the necessary background to become a professor, but the time I spend in college makes me happier than almost anything.  The creative thinking and analysis I am able to do in a college classroom helps me to become a better person by providing me with opportunities to assess my life as it relates to the lives of others.  

1. Topic sentence: Transition that links first two body paragraphs, and points out the difference I will discuss.

2. What is the difference between us?

3. Why is that difference important?

4. Counterargument: figure out how someone might disarm your argument and counter it before they have a chance to attack you.

Conclusion:

Both Jonas and I will be successful in our jobs because of our ability to think creatively and to consistently examine life in a thoughtful way.  Jonas’s intuition, which seems closely tied to the depth he sees in his own eyes, allows him to understand important information and memories very quickly with little prompting.  Like Jonas I will use my intuition and my with-it-ness to perform my dream job as a professor.  Although Jonas and I have many qualities in common there is an idea that sets us apart: choice.  Jonas does not get to choose his profession or any other detail of his life.  Jonas’s lack of choice is a reminder of how little freedom we as human beings actually have.  Although in life it seems like we make our own choices, do we really have the freedom to chose when we are constantly choosing from limited options?   

1. Restate and reword your thesis

2. Concise one or two sentence summary of one or two major points that you made in your paper.  

3. Big idea that you already brought up in your paper: set up for take home message

4. Take home message/something to ponder.

a. Could be a rhetorical question/bold statment
Color code whole essay and color copy, with format key for peer editing on Monday so students have an example to look at directly.   

