Summerbridge Literature and Writing Skills Test 2009

Literature Section

Please fill in the following blanks by using the words in the word bank. (2 points each)

Climax



Falling Action



Introduction

Resolution


Plot




Rising Action

1. The __________________ explains the background. We encounter the characters and the setting for the first time in this part of the story.

2. The ____________________ is the action or events of a story.  It is made up of 5 different parts.

3. The __________________ is the highest point or turning point in the story where the events of the rising action come together and the conflicts are confronted.

4. The ____________________ is the ending of a story. 

5. The ____________________ contains the events that bring the story to a resolution.

6. The ___________________ is the main part of the story during which the various conflicts arise.

DIRECTIONS: Please use the narrative below to answer the following questions. (Each question is worth 2 points)

The Hitchhiker 

     As Emma neared Brockbourne, the small village in which she lived, it was four o'clock in the afternoon, but already the sun was falling behind the hills. At this time in December, it would be completely dark by five o'clock. To make matters worse, a terrible blizzard was making the roads extra slippery.  Emma shivered as she waited for her car to warm up. 

Driving along, she saw an old lady, standing by the road, with a crude hand-written sign saying "Brockbourne" in her hand. Emma was surprised. She had never seen an old lady hitchhiking before. However, the wintry weather and the coming darkness made her feel sorry for the lady, waiting hopefully on a country road like this with little traffic. Normally, Emma would never pick up a hitchhiker when she was alone, thinking it was too dangerous, but she thought, “what was the harm in doing a favor for a little old lady like this?” Emma pulled up a little way down the road, and the lady, holding a big shopping bag, hurried over to climb in the door, which Emma had opened for her.

     The old lady said in a voice, which was almost a whisper, "Thank you dearie -- I'm just going to Brockbourne."
     "Do you live there?" asked Emma, thinking that she had never seen the old lady in the village in the four years she had lived there herself.
     "No, dearie," answered the passenger, in her soft voice, "I'm just going to visit a friend. I knew some kind soul would give me a lift."

     Something in the way the lady spoke, and the way she never turned her head, but stared continuously into the darkness ahead from under her old yellow hat, made Emma uneasy about this strange hitchhiker. She didn't know why, but she felt instinctively that there was something wrong, something odd, something....dangerous about the old lady. “But how could an old lady be dangerous?” she wondered. It was absurd.

     Careful not to turn her head, Emma looked sideways at her passenger and observed her strange appearance.  Following her instincts and making a safe decision, she quickly pulled out of the storm and into a gas station.  She kindly asked the woman if she would go inside to pay for her gas, and when the old woman stepped out, Emma quickly glanced in the large shopping bag the lady was carrying.  Shocked by what she found, Emma drove as fast as she could away from the gas station and the hitchhiker. 


Answer the following questions.
1. What is the Point of View of the story?

2. What is the setting of the story?

3. Give the definition of the term theme.

4. Using your knowledge of theme, what is the best theme for this story? Circle your answer from the list below.

a. Brockbourne is a great tourist attraction.

b. What can happen while driving.

c. Pick up hitchhikers.

d.   Following your instincts can prove to be worthwhile.

5. Name the main character and list three personality traits of that character.

6. Why did she pick up the old woman?

7. Why did she feel uneasy about the old woman after allowing her to get into the car?

8.  What was the old woman carrying with her?

9. Where does the main character leave the old woman at the end of the story?

10. Identify at least one type of conflict that takes place in the story, and explain your answer using evidence from the story. 

Character vs. _____________

Evidence:

